Washington State BILL
House of Representatives
Office of Programll)lesearch ANALYSIS
Education Committee

HB 2641

Brief Description: Promoting the use of expert volunteers in career and technical education
courses offered in grades seven and eight.

Sponsors: Representatives McCaslin, Hargrove, Shea, Maycumber, Taylor, Holy, Condotta and
Young.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Requires school districts to adopt a policy to promote the recruitment and use of
industry and trade expert volunteers in career and technical education courses offered
in grades seven and eight that includes specific components.

* Requires the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction to coordinate the
development of a model policy and other materials to assist districts in complying
with these new requirements.

Hearing Date: 1/15/18
Staff: Megan Wargacki (786-7194).
Background:

As defined in statute, "career and technical education," or CTE, is a planned program of courses
and learning experiences that begins with exploration of career options and supports basic
academic and life skills. The definition goes on to specify that CTE enables the achievement of
high academic standards, leadership, options for high skill, high wage employment preparation,
and advanced and continuing education.

The CTE Program Standards established by the Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction (OSPI) specify that a CTE program or course course must:

1. be taught by an instructor with a valid CTE teaching certificate;

2. align with established standards for CTE programs;

3. be endorsed by a local program specific advisory committee;
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4. be approved for delivery by the OSPI;

provide extended learning opportunities into the community; and

6. for seventh and eighth grades, align to exploratory standard requirements, as well as to
science, mathematics, and educational technology learning standards.

9]

Summary of Bill:

By September 1, 2019, school districts must adopt, and update as necessary, a policy to promote
the recruitment and use of industry and trade expert volunteers in CTE courses offered in grades
seven and eight. The policy must seek to expand the use of industry and trade expert volunteers
in classrooms for the purpose of:

* deepening students' subject matter understanding, including increasing student
knowledge related to the practical application of specific skills that are taught and
employed in professional and adult education settings;

* increasing students' awareness of additional CTE concepts and practices, including
concepts and practices not necessarily discussed in the course, and new or emerging
concepts and practices; and

* providing forums for students to learn directly from industry and trade practitioners who
understand the opportunities and educational requirements for successful industry and
trade careers.

The policy must also include:

* provisions for ensuring that the actions of industry and trade expert volunteers are
directed by and coordinated with the applicable classroom teacher or teachers;

* suggestions and strategies for outreach to community, industry, and trade personnel and
organizations who may serve as, recommend, or provide industry and trade expert
volunteers; and

* other items as necessary including recommendations from industry and trade experts,
classroom teachers, parents, and students.

By March 1, 2019, the OSPI, in coordination with the Washington State School Directors'
Association, and a state association representing CTE, must develop materials, including a model
policy and other supporting documents, to assist districts in complying with the requirements
above.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on January 11, 2018.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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