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HB 2297

Brief Description: Extending the period for voter registration.

Sponsors: Representatives Dolan, Hudgins and Lytton.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Changes the deadline for a person to submit a voter registration application online or
by mail from 29 days before the election, to eight days before the election date.

* Changes the deadline for in-person voter registration from eight days before the
election date to 8:00 p.m. on the day of the election.

* Changes the deadline to update existing voter registration information from 29 days
before the election date to 8:00 p.m. on the day of the election.

* Requires county auditors to accept in-person voter registration at certain locations
within the county.

Hearing Date: 1/9/18

Staff: Desiree Omli (786-7105).

Background:

Voter Registration Deadlines.

To register to vote, a person must submit a registration electronically or by mail no later than 29

days before the election date, or in person at his or her county auditor's office no later than eight
days before the election date.

A person who is already registered to vote may update his or her voter registration information
no later than 29 days before the date of the election.
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Voting Centers.
Each county auditor must open a voting center at least 18 days before each election. The voting

center must provide certain voting materials and equipment, including voter registration
materials, ballots, provisional ballots, disability access voting units, sample ballots, instructions
on how to properly vote the ballot, a ballot drop box, and voters' pamphlets when applicable.

The county auditor may provide election services at locations in addition to the voting center and
has discretion to determine which services will be provided at the additional locations.

Summary of Bill:

Voter Registration Deadlines.

To register to vote electronically or by mail, a person must submit a registration application no
later than eight days before the election date. A person may also register in person at the county
auditor's office, a voting center, or other location designated by the county auditor up to 8:00
p.m. on the day of the election. A person who is already registered may update their voter
registration up to 8:00 p.m. on the day of the election.

The Secretary of State must establish procedures to record the new or updated voter registrations
on an expedited basis.

Voting Centers.
The county auditor must register voters in person at the county auditor's office and the division

of elections if it is in a different city from the county auditor's office. For presidential general
elections, the county auditor must open additional voting centers to accept in-person registration
in each city with a population of 100,000 or more in the county, except for cities where the
county auditor's office or division of elections is located and is accepting in-person registration.
These additional voting centers are not required to be open on the Sunday before the presidential
election.

At least one of the additional locations designated by the county auditor for accepting in-person
voter registration must provide the same services as voting centers. Voting centers must be
located in public buildings such as libraries.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on January 5, 2018.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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