
HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 1469

As Reported by House Committee On:
State Government, Elections & Information Technology

Title:  An act relating to the presidential primary.

Brief Description:  Modifying presidential primary provisions.

Sponsors:  Representatives Hudgins, Manweller, Haler, Griffey, Van Werven and Doglio; by 
request of Secretary of State.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

State Government, Elections & Information Technology:  2/3/17, 1/12/18, 1/23/18 [DPS].

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

�

�

Changes the date of the presidential primary to the second Tuesday in March, 
or a later date if the Secretary of State chooses to coordinate a regional 
primary date.

Changes the deadlines for proposing an alternative presidential primary date 
to July.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, ELECTIONS & INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

Majority Report:  The substitute bill be substituted therefor and the substitute bill do pass. 
Signed by 7 members:  Representatives Hudgins, Chair; Dolan, Vice Chair; McDonald, 
Ranking Minority Member; Appleton, Gregerson, Johnson and Pellicciotti.

Minority Report:  Do not pass.  Signed by 2 members:  Representatives Kraft, Assistant 
Ranking Minority Member; Irwin.

Staff:  Sean Flynn (786-7124).

Background:  

Presidential Primary Dates. 

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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The presidential primary was established by Initiative in 1989 to replace the traditional 
caucus system of nominating presidential candidates for each major political party.  The 
presidential primary must be held each year of a presidential election for voters to nominate a 
presidential candidate of each major political party.   The presidential primary must be held 
on the fourth Tuesday in May, unless the Secretary of State (Secretary) proposes an 
alternative date by August 1 of the year preceding the primary.  A major political party also 
may propose an alternative date no later than September 1 of the year before the primary.  A 
committee consisting of representatives of each major political party, the Secretary, and 
legislative leaders must meet no later than October 1 in the year before the primary to decide 
on any proposed alternative primary date. 

Presidential Primary Ballots. 
The Secretary conducts a presidential primary substantially the same as a state primary, 
unless otherwise necessary to accommodate the rules to a major political party.  The 
Secretary has discretion to determine which major political party candidates' names will 
appear on the presidential primary ballot.  A major political party also may petition to have a 
candidate's name included on the ballot. 

A candidate may take his or her name off the ballot by filing an affidavit with the Secretary, 
at least 67 days before the primary, stating that he or she will not be a candidate for president.  
The Secretary must certify the names of all candidates that will appear on the ballot to the 
county auditors by the fourth Tuesday in April.

A major political party may choose to base the allocation of delegates from the state to the 
national nominating convention in whole or in part on the presidential primary results, the 
caucus system, or other method of selection.  A party may request the Secretary to prepare 
ballots that include a specific party declaration to be used by voters of that party.  The votes 
of persons who make such declarations must be tabulated separately from other votes cast in 
the primary.  The Secretary must provide a political party the voters' declaration information 
of voters who declared for that party.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Summary of Substitute Bill:  

Presidential Primary Dates. 
The date of the presidential primary is moved to the second Tuesday in March.  The 
Secretary may propose any alternative date by July 1 of the preceding year, and a major 
political party may propose any alternative date by July 15 of the preceding year.  The 
committee convened to determine any proposed alternative date must meet and decide on the 
proposal by July 31 of the preceding year.  The Secretary is authorized to change the 
presidential primary to a later date in order to coordinate with other western states on a 
regional primary date. 

Presidential Primary Ballots.
A presidential candidate may file an affidavit to request removing his or her name from the 
primary ballot.  The Secretary also may remove the name of a candidate from the primary 
ballot if that person has died or has withdrawn or suspended his or her campaign.  The 
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Secretary must certify the names of all presidential primary candidates at least 60 days before 
the primary.  The Secretary must provide the voter declaration information to the public.

Substitute Bill Compared to Original Bill:  

The substitute bill: 
�
�

�

�

removes the provision allowing voters to cast ballots as undeclared party preference; 
adds specific reference to Arizona, California, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, and Utah, 
along with other western states to coordinate a regional primary; 
extends the deadline to change the presidential primary date from August until 
December 1; and
requires the Secretary to provide voter party declarations to the public. 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date of Substitute Bill:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the 
session in which the bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  

(In support) The current date often arrives after the party nominations have already been 
settled.  Moving up the primary date will make Washington more relevant in presidential 
campaigns, and help to attract presidential candidates to campaign in the state.  This will 
provide a chance to showcase the state to candidates and the country.  Coordinating with 
other states will help to leverage the attention campaigns pay to Washington.  

The presidential primary is meaningful to citizens and they want to participate.  The biggest 
complaint from citizens is that they do not want to be required to affiliate with a party in 
order to vote.  The presidential primary, like other elections in the state, should allow all 
voters a choice to freely vote without publicly declaring a party preference. 

(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying:  Representative Hudgins, prime sponsor; Kym Wyman, Office of the 
Secretary of State; Julie Anderson, Washington State Association of County Auditors; and 
Greg Kimsey, Clark County Auditor.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  None.
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