
HB 2225 - DIGEST

Prohibits the utilities and transportation commission
from issuing a financing order or otherwise authorizing an
electrical company or its financing subsidiary to issue
securitized bonds or to recover from ratepayers capital
expenditures, operating costs, or other costs related to the
acquisition of an increased interest in or accelerated
retirement of an eligible coal plant until the commission has
completed and submitted to the legislature a comprehensive
assessment of the costs and benefits of retirement of all
eligible generating units of the eligible coal plant.

Requires the utilities and transportation commission to:
(1) Analyze traditional regulatory and tax treatment of
decommissioning and retirement of coal-fired power plants and
how cost-effective retirement of a coal-fired power plant may
be affected, depending on the impact of different regulations
and accounting treatments at the county, state, and federal
levels;

(2) In consultation with state environmental regulators
in Washington and Montana, assess the impact of current and
anticipated federal environmental laws, rules, and regulations
on the economics of continuing to operate the generating unit;

(3) Coordinate with other agencies, entities, and
proceedings; and

(4) Consult with each of the state's electrical
companies, to assess the relative costs, benefits, and risks
of replacement power alternatives, such as renewable energy,
natural gas combined cycle units, or others.


