FINAL BILL REPORT
ESB 5262

C262L15
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Releasing juvenile case records to the Washington state office of civil legal
aid.

Sponsors: Senators O'Ban, Pedersen, Darneille, Dammeier and Honeyford.

Senate Committee on Human Services, Mental Health & Housing
House Committee on Judiciary

Background: The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) or any person may file
a petition in court to determine if a child should be a dependent of the state due to abuse,
neglect, abandonment, or because there is no parent or custodian capable of caring for the
child. If the court determines that the child is dependent, then the court will conduct periodic
reviews and make determinations about the child's placement and the parents' progress in
correcting parental deficiencies. Under certain circumstances, the court may order the filing
of a petition for the termination of parental rights.

Pursuant to legislation enacted in 2014 — E2SSB 6126, the court must appoint an attorney for
a child in a dependency proceeding six months after granting a petition to terminate the
parent and child relationship and when there is no remaining parent with parental rights.
Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this specific purpose, the state must
pay the costs for legal services of attorneys appointed to represent children six months after
termination of parental rights if those services are provided in accordance with the standards
of practice, voluntary training, and caseload limits developed and recommended by the
statewide children's representation workgroup.

The Office of Civil Legal Aid (OCLA) administers funds appropriated for the appointment of
an attorney for a child who has no remaining parent with parental rights. OCLA may enter
into contracts with counties to disburse state funds and may require a county to use attorneys
under contract with OCLA to remain within appropriated amounts. Prior to disbursing state
funds, OCLA must verify that the appointed attorneys meet the standards of practice,
voluntary training, and caseload limits.

Summary: The court must release records to OCLA that are needed to implement the
agency's oversight, technical assistance, and other functions associated with appointment of
attorneys to children who have no remaining parent with parental rights. The records used for
those purposes will be restricted to OCLA, and the agency must maintain the confidentiality
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of all confidential information included in the records. As soon as possible, OCLA must
destroy any retained notes or records obtained that are not necessary for its functions related
to the administration of funds for appointment of attorneys to children after termination of

parental rights.
Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 49 0
House 97 0 (House amended)
Senate 44 3  (Senate concurred)

Effective: July 24, 2015
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