
SENATE BILL REPORT
SHB 1184

As Reported by Senate Committee On:
Health Care, March 24, 2015

Title:  An act relating to increasing the health professions participating in online access to the 
University of Washington health sciences library.

Brief Description:  Increasing the health professions participating in online access to the 
University of Washington health sciences library.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Health Care & Wellness (originally sponsored by 
Representatives Cody and Harris).

Brief History:  Passed House:  2/09/15, 96-0.
Committee Activity:  Health Care:  3/12/15, 3/24/15 [DP].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Becker, Chair; Dammeier, Vice Chair; Frockt, Ranking Minority 

Member; Angel, Bailey, Brown, Cleveland, Conway, Jayapal, Keiser, Parlette and Rivers.

Staff:  Kathleen Buchli (786-7488)

Background:  The license fees for many health care professions include a $25 fee that is 
transferred to the University of Washington (UW) to fund and provide, through the health 
sciences library, online access to clinical resources, medical journals, decision support tools, 
and evidence-based reviews.  The health care professions that have access to the UW health 
sciences library including the following:  physicians, physician assistants, osteopathic 
physicians, osteopathic physician assistants, naturopaths, podiatrists, chiropractors, 
psychologists, registered nurses, licensed practical nurses, optometrists, mental health 
counselors, massage therapists, clinical social workers, midwives, marriage and family 
therapists, occupational therapists, dietitians and nutritionists, speech-language pathologists, 
and East Asian medicine practitioners.

Summary of Bill:  Additional health care professions are provided access to the UW health 
sciences library:  advanced social workers, independent clinical social workers, independent 
clinical social worker associates, and marriage and family therapist associates.  License fees 
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for these professionals must include an additional $25 fee to be transferred to the UW health 
sciences library.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect on August 1, 2015.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  This is part of an ongoing effort to provide 
more health care professions with access to the health sciences library.  Marriage and family 
therapists would like access to the database and they agree to the fee increase.  This will help 
them in meeting their continuing education requirements.  

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Representative Cody, prime sponsor; Amber Lewis, WA Assn. 
for Marriage and Family Therapy.

Persons Signed in to Testify But Not Testifying: No one.
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