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Brief Description:  Requiring the consideration of public access when designing a transportation 

facility adjacent to or across a waterway.

Sponsors:  Senators Ericksen and Hobbs.

Brief Summary of Engrossed Bill

� Requires the Washington State Department of Transportation, during the design 
process for state highway projects, to consider and report on the feasibility of 
providing public access for recreational purposes to a navigable river or waterway 
when constructing, rehabilitating, or reconstructing a bridge across a navigable river 
or constructing a transportation facility that is adjacent to or crosses a waterway.

Hearing Date:  3/23/15

Staff:  David Munnecke (786-7315).

Background: 

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) is not generally required to 
consider or report on the feasibility of providing a means of public access to a navigable river or 
waterway for public recreational purposes when constructing, rehabilitating, or reconstructing a 
bridge over a navigable river or constructing another transportation facility that is adjacent to or
crosses a waterway.  However, bridge projects that are required to document the environmental 
impacts of the project through either an environmental impact statement or an environmental 
assessment would likely be required to consider the issue of public access as part of that process.

Summary of Bill: 

The WSDOT is required, during the design process for state highway projects, to consider and 
report on the feasibility of providing public access for recreational purposes to a navigable river 
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or waterway when constructing, rehabilitating, or reconstructing a bridge across a navigable river 
or constructing a transportation facility that is adjacent to or crosses a waterway.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.

House Bill Analysis ESB 6044- 2 -


