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2SSB 5486

Brief Description: Creating the parents for parents program.

Sponsors: Senate Committee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Frockt,
O'Ban, Darneille, Fraser, Miloscia, Rolfes, Hargrove, Billig, Ranker, Hewitt, Kohl-Welles
and McAulifte).

Brief Summary of Second Substitute Bill

* Requires that the Parent for Parent (PFP) program be funded by a pass-through from
the Office of Public Defense to a non-profit lead organization with extensive
experience supporting veteran parents, subject to the availability of funds.

* Identifies the components of the PFP program to include outreach, support,
education, and peer support groups for parents involved in the dependency court
system.

Hearing Date: 3/17/15

Staff: Luke Wickham (786-7146).

Background:

Dependency Court System.

The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) may file a petition in court alleging that a

child should be a dependent of the state due to abuse, neglect, or because there is no parent,
guardian, or custodian capable of adequately caring for the child.

If a court determines that a child is dependent, then the court will conduct periodic reviews and
make determinations regarding the child's placement, the provision of services by the DSHS,
compliance of the parents, and whether progress has been made by the parents.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Under certain circumstances after a child has been removed from the custody of a parent for at
least six months pursuant to a finding of dependency, a petition may be filed seeking termination
of parental rights.

Parent for Parent Program.

The goal of the Parent for Parent (PFP) program is to increase early engagement of birth parents
newly entering the dependency process through education and peer support coordinated by birth
parents, referred to as veteran parents, who have successfully navigated the child welfare system.

The PFP program currently exists in nine counties: Grays Harbor, Pacific, King, Kitsap, Pierce,
Snohomish, Spokane, Thurston, and Mason.

Summary of Bill:

Components of the PFP program are defined to include the following:
* outreach and support to parents at dependency-related hearings, beginning with the
shelter care hearing;
* aclass to educate parents on the dependency court process;
* ongoing support to help parents achieve their case plan; and
* structured, curriculum-based peer support groups.

"Child welfare parent mentor" is defined to mean a parent who has successfully resolved the
issues that led the parent's child into the dependency court system, and who has an interest in
working collaboratively to improve the lives of children and families.

Parent for Parent Program Organization.
Subject to the availability of funds, the PFP program must be funded by a pass-through from the

Office of Public Defense to a non-profit lead organization with extensive experience supporting
veteran parents. Through a contract with a lead organization, each local program must be
administered by the county superior court or a nonprofit organization.

Local stakeholders representing child welfare systems must serve as PFP program advisors. A
veteran parent lead must provide program coordination and maintain local program information.

The lead organization must provide:
* ongoing training to the host organizations;
* statewide program oversight and coordination; and
* maintain statewide program information.

Evaluation of Parent for Parent Program.

Subject to the availability of funds, a child welfare research entity must conduct an evaluation of
the PFP program to determine whether the program can be considered a research-based program.
A preliminary report must be submitted to the Legislature by December 1, 2016. A subsequent
report must be delivered to the Legislature by December 1, 2019.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.
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Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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