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Brief Description:  Concerning the reorganization and streamlining of economic development-

related committees.

Sponsors:  Representatives Tarleton, Smith, Morris and Harmsworth.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Establishes the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Economic Development, 
Trade Policy, and International Relations by consolidating the Legislative Committee 
on Economic Development and International Relations and the Joint Legislative 
Oversight Committee on Trade Policy.

Hearing Date:  1/19/16

Staff:  Nikkole Hughes (786-7156).

Background: 

The Legislative Committee on Economic Development and International Relations.

The Legislative Committee on Economic Development and International Relations (LCEDIR) 
provides involvement by the Legislature in economic development to maintain a healthy state 
economy and to provide employment opportunities to Washington residents.  The LCEDIR is 
comprised of six Senators and six Representatives and is chaired by the Lieutenant Governor.  
Staff support is provided by Senate Committee Services and the Office of Program Research.

The Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Trade Policy.

The Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Trade Policy (JLOCTP) monitors the impact of 
international trade agreements on Washington state laws and provides a mechanism for 
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legislators and citizens to voice their opinions and concerns about the potential impacts of trade 
agreements to state and federal government officials.  The JLOCTP is comprised of four Senators 
and four Representatives and three ex-officio members.  Staff support is provided by Senate 
Committee Services and the Office of Program Research. 

Summary of Bill: 

The statutes establishing the LCEDIR and the JLOCTP are repealed.  The duties of the two 
committees are consolidated into a newly created Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on 
Economic Development, Trade Policy, and International Relations (Committee). 

The Committee is comprised of six Senators and six Representatives and is chaired by the 
Lieutenant Governor.  The Senators, three from each of the two largest political parties, will be 
appointed by the President of the Senate and must sit on the Senate economic development 
committee.  The Representatives, three from each of the two largest political parties, will be 
appointed by the Speaker of the House and must sit on the House economic development 
committee.  Two members from the Senate and two members from the House must be the chair 
and ranking minority members of the economic development committee of their respective 
chambers.  The chairs of the House and Senate economic development committees alternate 
between serving as first and second vice chairs on an annual basis.

The Committee must at a minimum establish subcommittees on economic development and 
international trade.  The Committee must meet at least once per year to study and review issues 
such as:

�

�

�

the cost-effectiveness of existing state policies, laws, and programs that promote or affect 
economic development and the level of cooperation with other public and private 
agencies;
the actual and potential impacts of international trade agreements and negotiations on 
Washington; and
the need for and effect of federal, regional, and state cooperation in economic 
development policies and programs. 

The Committee must submit an annual report to the state trade representative's office and to the 
Legislature providing recommendations on state support based on findings from public 
testimony on the actual and potential impacts of international trade agreements and negotiations 
on the state.  The Committee must also maintain active communication with the state trade 
representative's office, the United States trade representative's office, Washington's congressional
delegation, the National Conference of State Legislatures, and with any other bodies deemed 
appropriate by the Committee.

Staff support will be provided by Senate Committee Services and the Office of Program 
Research. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 14, 2016.
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Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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