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Brief Description:  Reevaluating the duties of the state board of education.

Sponsors:  Representatives Pollet, Ortiz-Self, S. Hunt, Santos, Taylor, Scott, Griffey and Shea.

Brief Summary of Bill

�

�

Expresses intent to reevaluate the duties of the State Board of Education (SBE), 
through a process to be determined by chairs of the House and Representatives and 
Senate education committees, divesting the SBE of inappropriate policy authority 
that resides in the purview of the Legislature and transferring appropriate duties to 
the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI).

Tasks the Superintendent of Public Instruction with providing recommended statutory 
and rule changes to the Legislature to implement the transfer of duties from the SBE 
to the OSPI.

Hearing Date:  3/12/15

Staff:  Cece Clynch (786-7195).

Background: 

The SBE consists of 16 members, as follows:
�
�
�
�
�

seven members appointed by the Governor;
five members elected by public school directors;
one member elected by private school directors;
the Superintendent of Public Instruction; and
two students.

The purposes of the State Board of Education (SBE), as set forth in statute, are to:
� provide advocacy and strategic oversight of public education;
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�

�

�

implement a standards-based accountability framework that creates a unified system of 
increasing levels of support for schools in order to improve student academic 
achievement;
provide leadership in the creation of a system that personalizes education for each student 
and respects diverse cultures, abilities, and learning styles; and 
promote achievement of the goals of basic education.

The SBE has statutory responsibilities related to accountability, high school graduation 
requirements, basic education compliance, school plant facilities, charter schools, private 
schools, and miscellaneous other matters.  A representative from the SBE sits on the K-12 Data 
Governance Group, the Quality Education Council, and other work groups and councils.

Summary of Bill: 

Intent is expressed by the Legislature to reevaluate the duties of the SBE, through a process to be
determined by the chairs of the House and Representatives and Senate education committees, 
divesting the SBE of inappropriate policy authority that resides in the purview of the Legislature 
and transferring appropriate duties to the OSPI by December 1, 2015.  

The SPI is charged with providing recommended statutory and rule changes to the Legislature to 
implement the transfer of duties from the SBE to the OSPI.  These recommendations must be 
submitted concurrent with submission of its 2016 supplemental budget proposal.  

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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