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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5178

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Senate Law & Justice (originally sponsored by Senators Carrell,
Rol f es, Roach, Becker, Padden, Pearson, and Conway)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 22/ 13.

AN ACT Rel ating to organized retail theft; anmendi ng RCW9A. 56. 350;
and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWO9A 56.350 and 2009 ¢ 431 s 15 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Apersonis guilty of organized retail theft if he or she:

(a) Commits theft of property wth a value of at |[|east seven
hundred fifty dollars from a nercantile establishnent wth an
acconpl i ce;

(b) Possesses stolen property, as defined in RCW9A. 56.140, with a
value of at |east seven hundred fifty dollars from a nercantile
establ i shnment with an acconplice; ((ef))

(c) Commts theft of property with a cunul ative value of at | east
seven hundred fifty dollars fromone or nore nercantil e establishnments
within a period of up to one hundred ei ghty days; or

(d) Commts theft of property with a cunulative value of at | east
five hundred dollars froma nercantile establishnent with no Il ess than
six acconplices and nmkes or receives at |least one_ electronic

conmmuni cation seeking participation in the theft in the course of
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planning_or comm ssion_of the theft. For the purposes of this
subsection, "electronic conmunication"” has the sane neaning as defined
in RCW9. 61. 260(5).

(2) A person is guilty of organized retail theft in the first
degree if the property stolen or possessed has a val ue of five thousand
dollars or nore. Organized retail theft inthe first degree is a class
B fel ony.

(3) A person is qguilty of organized retail theft in the second
degree if the property stolen or possessed has a value of at |east
seven hundred fifty dollars, but less than five thousand dollars.
Organi zed retail theft in the second degree is a class C fel ony.

(4) A _first_ offense_of organized retail theft under_ subsection
(1)(d) of this sectionis a gross m sdeneanor. A second or subsequent
offense_of organized retail theft under subsection (1)(d) of this
section is a class C felony punishable under RCW9A. 20. 021.

(5) For purposes of this section, a series of thefts commtted by
the sane person from one or nore nercantile establishnments over a
period of one hundred eighty days may be aggregated in one count and
the sumof the value of all the property shall be the val ue consi dered
in determning the degree of the organized retail theft involved.
Thefts commtted by the sanme person in different counties that have
been aggregated in one county may be prosecuted in any county in which
any one of the thefts occurred. For purposes of subsection (1)(d) of
this section, thefts commtted by the principal and acconplices nmay be
aggregated into one count and the value of all the property shall be
the value considered in determning the degree_ of organized retai
theft invol ved.

((65))) (6) The nercantile establishnment or establishnments whose
property is alleged to have been stolen may request that the charge be
aggregated with other thefts of property about which the nercantile

establ i shnent or establishnments is aware. In the event a request to
aggregate the prosecution is declined, the nercantile establishnent or
establishments shall be pronptly advised by the prosecuting

jurisdiction making the decision to decline aggregating the prosecution
of the decision and the reasons for such deci si on.

~-- END ---
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