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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2626

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session

By House Hi gher Education (originally sponsored by Representatives
Seaqui st, Hal er, Reykdal, G egerson, Pollet, and Mdscoso)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 14.

AN ACT Relating to establishing statew de educational attainnment
goal s; creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that increasing
educational attainment is vital to the well-being of Washi ngtoni ans and
critical to the health of the state's econony. Education opens doors
to gai nful enploynent, higher wages, increased job benefits, inproved
physi cal health, and increased civic engagenent. Educated workers who
are capabl e of conpeting for high-demand jobs in today's gl obal econony
sustain existing enployers and attract new businesses. These
individuals with conpetitive higher education credentials directly
contribute to the state's economc growh and vitality.

(2) The legislature finds that workforce and [|abor market
projections estimate that by 2020 the vast mgjority of jobs in
Washington will require at |least a high school diplom or equival ent
and seventy percent of those jobs will also require sone postsecondary
educati on.

(3) The legislature finds that current Ievels of educational
attainment are inadequate to address the educational needs of the
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state. In 2013, eighty-nine percent of WAashington adults ages twenty-
five to forty-four had a high school diplom or equivalent, and |ess
than fifty percent of Washington adults ages twenty-five to forty-four
have a postsecondary credential. Noting the prolonged inpact of a
maj or econom ¢ recession, the |egislature recognizes that the state's
hi gher education system mnust now prepare to expand degree and
certificate prograns to neet the state's needs as reflected in the new
goal s adopted in this act. Accordingly, the legislature finds that a
new strategy for achieving systemgrowth, high quality, and increased
efficiency is needed to neet the goals recommended by the student
achi evenment council.

(4) The legislature finds seventy-four percent of famlies in
Washi ngt on have i ncones bel ow the [ evel considered able to afford the
cost of attending a community coll ege, and seventy-eight to eighty-two
percent of famlies have incomes below the |evel considered able to
afford one student attending a regional university or research
university, respectively. As the state reduced its support for
institutions of higher education, the cost of tuition has risen to be
over twenty percent of nedian household inconme for the state at its
research institutions, which is an obstacle to access. Therefore, the
| egislature finds that it is vital for the student achi evenent counci
to adopt a goal of what constitutes affordable tuition, recognizing
that tuitionis often only half the cost of attending an institution of
hi gher educati on.

(5) The legislature notes that the prinmary m ssion of the student
achi evenment council is to propose to the governor and the |egislature
goals for increasing educational attainnment in Wshington, including
recommending the resources necessary to achieve the goals and
nmoni toring progress toward neeting the goals.

(6) A fundanmental principle of the state is that the cost of
tuition, where an individual resides in the state, and economc,
racial, or other status of an individual, should not be a barrier for
any resident to obtain a postsecondary certificate or degree from an
institution of higher education.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Following recommendations in the higher
education ten-year roadmap in RCW 28B.77.003 and 28B.77.020, the
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| egi sl ature declares that the statew de educational attainnment goals
required to neet the societal and econom c needs of the future are as
fol |l ows:

(1) Al adults in Washington ages twenty-five to forty-four wll
have a hi gh school diploma or equival ent by 2023;

(2) At least seventy percent of Washington adults ages twenty-five
to forty-four will have a postsecondary credential by 2023; and

(3) The cost of tuition, where an individual resides in the state,
econom c status, race or ethnicity, or other status of an individual,
shall not be a barrier for any resident to obtain a postsecondary
certificate or degree froman institution of higher education.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. By Decenber 1, 2014, the student achi evenent
counci | shall devel op and adopt strategies that will enable the state
to achi eve each of the goals in section 2 of this act and report back
to the governor and the legislature with specific recomendations for
those strategies that require legislation or specific appropriations,
including tinelines and benchmarks towards achi eving each goal. This
information shall be included in the strategic action plan required in
RCW 28B. 77. 020.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act expires July 1, 2016.

~-- END ---
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