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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2540

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session
By House Appropriations Subcommttee on Education (originally
sponsored by Representatives Stonier, Morrell, Magendanz, Fey,

Ber gqui st, Hai gh, Freeman, and Lytton; by request of Governor |nslee)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 11/ 14.

AN ACT Relating to establishing career and technical course
equi valencies in science and mathematics; anmending RCW 28A. 700. 070,
28A. 230. 097, and 28A. 230. 010; adding a new section to chapter 28A. 305
RCW creating new sections; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that an increasing
nunber of career opportunities in high-demand fields wll require solid
know edge and skills in science, technology, engineering, and
mat hematics, including opportunities at all Ilevels of postsecondary
educati on from apprenticeship to i ndustry certification to
post baccal aur eat e degr ees.

(2) The legislature further finds that career and techni cal courses
can be designed to offer rigorous academ c content through applied
| earning that is relevant and engaging for students. However, although
there is a requirenent that school districts adopt policies regarding
granting academ c credit for equivalent career and technical courses,
in practice these policies are not applied in a consistent fashion
across the state.
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(3) Therefore, in order to offer high school students increased
flexibility and expanded opportunities to gain critical know edge and
skills and neet high school graduation requirenents in mathematics and
science, the legislature intends to require establishnment of a
standardi zed set of career and technical course equivalents through a
process that assures the courses are both rigorous and relevant for
st udent s. Further, the legislature intends to offer high school
students the opportunity to access career and technical education
course equival encies for nmat hemati cs and sci ence.

Sec. 2. RCW28A.700.070 and 2008 ¢ 170 s 201 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
support school district efforts under RCW 28A. 230. 097 to adopt course
equi val enci es for career and technical courses by:

(a) Recommending career and technical curriculum suitable for
course equi val enci es;

(b) Publicizing best practices for high schools and school
districts in devel opi ng and adopti ng course equi val enci es; and

(c) I'n consultation with the Washi ngton associ ation for career and
techni cal education, providing professional developnent, technical
assi stance, and gui dance for school districts seeking to expand their
lists of equival ent courses.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
provi de professional devel opnent, technical assistance, and gui dance
for school districts to develop <career and technical course
equi val enci es that al so qualify as advanced pl acenent courses.

(3) The office of the_ superintendent of public instruction, in
consultation wth one or nore_technical working groups convened for
this purpose, shall develop curriculumfraneworks for a selected |ist
of career and technical courses that may be offered by high schools or
skill centers_whose content in_science, technoloqgy, engineering, and
mat hematics is considered equivalent in full _or in part to science or
mat hemati cs courses that neet high school graduation requirenents. The
content of the courses nmust be aligned with state essential acadenic
learning requirenents to reflect the commbn core state standards in
mat hematics and _the next generation_science standards and_industry
standards. The office shall submt the list of equivalent career and
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technical courses and their curriculumfranmewrks to the state board of
education for review, an opportunity for public comment, and approval.
The first list of courses under this subsection nust be devel oped and
approved before_ the 2015-16 school year. Thereafter, the_ office may
periodically update or revise the list of courses using the process in
this subsection.

(4) Subject to funds appropriated for this purpose, the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction shall allocate grant funds to
school districts to increase the integration and rigor of academc
instruction in career and technical courses. Grant recipients are
encouraged to wuse grant funds to support teans of academc and
technical teachers using a research-based professional devel opnment
nodel supported by the national research center for career and
techni cal educati on. The office of the superintendent of public
instruction may require that grant recipients provide matching
resources using federal Carl Perkins funds or other fund sources.

Sec. 3. RCW28A. 230.097 and 2013 c 241 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Each high school or school district board of directors shal
adopt course equival encies for career and techni cal high school courses
offered to students in high schools and skill centers. A career and
techni cal course equival ency may be for whole or partial credit. Each
school district board of directors shall develop a course equival ency
approval procedure. Boards of directors nust approve AP conputer
sci ence courses as equivalent to high school mathematics or science,
and nust denote on a student's transcript that AP conputer science
qualifies as a mat h-based quantitative course for students who take the
course in their senior year. In order for a board to approve AP
conput er science as equivalent to high school mathenatics, the student
must be concurrently enrolled in or have successfully conpl eted al gebra
1. Beginning no later than the 2015-16 school year, a school district
board of directors nust, at a_ mninum _grant acadenm c _course
equivalency in_mathematics or_ science for_a_ high school career_ and
technical course fromthe list of courses approved by the state board
of education under RCW 28A. 700.070, but is not limted to the courses
on the list. If the list of courses is revised after the 2015-16
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school year, the school district board of directors nust grant academ c
course equival ency based on the revised list beginning wwth the school
year imediately follow ng the revision.

(2) Career and technical courses determned to be equivalent to
academ c core courses, in full or in part, by the high school or school
district shall be accepted as neeting core requirenents, including
graduation requirenents, if the courses are recorded on the student's
transcript wusing the equivalent academc high school departnent
designation and title. Full or partial credit shall be recorded as
appropriate. The high school or school district shall also issue and
keep record of course conpletion certificates that denonstrate that the
career and technical courses were successfully conpl eted as needed for
industry certification, college credit, or preapprenticeship, as
applicable. The certificate shall be either part of the student's high
school and beyond plan or the student's culmnating project, as
determ ned by the student. The office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall develop and make available electronic sanples of
certificates of course conpletion

Sec. 4. RCW 28A. 230.010 and 2003 ¢ 49 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) School district boards of directors shall identify and offer
courses with content that neet or exceed: ((2)) (a) The basic
education skills identified in RCW 28A 150.210; ((£2)) (b) the
graduation requi rements under RCW 28A.230.090; ((£3))) (c) the courses
required to neet the mninmum coll ege entrance requirenents under RCW
28A. 230. 130; and ((£4)y)) (d) the course options for career devel opnment
under RCW 28A. 230.130. Such courses nay be applied or theoretical
academ c, or vocati onal

(2) School district boards of directors nust provide_ high schoo
students with the opportunity to access at |east one_ career and
technical education course that is considered equivalent to a
mat hematics_course_or at_ |east one_career and_technical education
course that is considered equivalent to a science course as determ ned
by the office of the superintendent of public instruction and the state
board of education_ in_ RCW 28A. 700. 070. Students nmy access_such

courses at high schools, interdistrict cooperatives, skill centers or
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branch or satellite skill centers, or through online learning or
applicable running start vocational courses.

(3) School district boards of directors of school districts with
fewer than_ two_thousand_ students may apply to the state board_of
education for a waiver fromthe provisions of subsection (2) of this
section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 28A 305
RCWto read as foll ows:

The state board of education may grant a waiver fromthe provisions
of RCW28A. 230. 010(2) based on an application froma board of directors
of a school district with fewer than two thousand students.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 4 and 5 of this act take effect
Septenber 1, 2015.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2014, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---

p. 5 E2SHB 2540



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.
	Section 5.
	Section 6.
	Section 7.

