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ENGRCSSED HOUSE BI LL 1279

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Bergquist, R ccelli, Hunt, Sawer, Farrell,
St oni er, Reykdal , Fi t zgi bbon, Lytton, Lii as, Maxwel |, Orwal |,

Jinkins, Upthegrove, Pedersen, Ryu, Carlyle, Roberts, Tharinger,
Hudgi ns, Fey, Morrell, Santos, Pollet, Hansen, and O nshby

Read first tine 01/22/13. Referred to Commttee on Government
QOperations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to notor voter preregistration for sixteen and
sevent een year olds; anendi ng RCW46. 20. 155 and 29A.08. 710; reenacting
and amendi ng RCW 42.56. 250; creating new sections; and providing an
effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature is commtted to granting
equal access to voter registration for all voters. The legislature
recogni zes the inportance of fostering lifelong civic participation
Currently, many young people are deni ed access to the nost popular form
of voter registration, notor voter. More than forty percent of new
voters are registered through notor voter, but this easy and popul ar
form of voter registration is not available to young people if they
obtained their driver's license at the age of sixteen or seventeen.
Deni al of notor voter to so many young voters has contributed to | ower
voter registration levels in the youngest voter age groups. I n
Washi ngton, according to the United States census bureau, only 50.8
percent of eligible citizens between the ages of eighteen and twenty-
four are registered to vote, conpared to sixty-eight to eighty percent
for other age groups. Studies show that young adults who vote are
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likely to continue to do so throughout adulthood. The |egislature
recogni zes that these representational disparities in registration
rates and voting rates within the youth electorate will inprove by
enacting el ection policies that engage all young citizens. Therefore,
the legislature declares that this act, allowing eligible youth at
| east sixteen years of age to preregister to vote, is intended to
i ncrease voter turnout in young adults.

Sec. 2. RCW46. 20. 155 and 2009 ¢ 369 s 42 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Before issuing an original license or identicard or renewing a
license or identicard under this chapter, the licensing agent shall
determne if the applicant wants to preregister or register to vote or
transfer his or her voter registration by asking the follow ng
guesti on:

"Do you want to preregister or register to vote or transfer your
voter registration?"

| f the applicant chooses to preregister, register, or transfer a
regi stration, the agent shall ask the foll ow ng:

(1) "Are you a United States citizen?"

(2) "Are you ((er—wtH—you—be—etrghteen)) at | east sixteen years of
age ((en—or—belorethe next—election))?"

| f the applicant answers in the affirmative to both questions, the
agent shall then submt the preregistration, registration, or transfer.
| f the applicant answers in the negative to either question, the agent
shall not submt ((a—veter—+registration)) an application. |Information
provided for preregistration under this section is exenpt frompublic
i nspection and copyi ng pursuant to RCW42. 56. 250.

(2) The departnment shall establish a procedure that substantially
nmeets the requirenments of subsection (1) of this section when
permtting an applicant to renewa license or identicard by mail or by
el ectroni c comer ce.

Sec. 3. RCW29A.08.710 and 2005 ¢ 246 s 17 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The county auditor shall have custody of the original voter
regi stration records for each county. The original voter registration
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form nust be filed without regard to precinct and is considered
confidential and unavailable for public inspection and copying. An
automated file of all registered voters nust be maintai ned pursuant to
RCW 29A. 08. 125. An auditor may maintain the automated file in |lieu of
filing or maintaining the original voter registration fornms if the
automated file includes all of the information fromthe original voter
registration fornms including, but not Ilimted to, a retrievable
facsimle of each voter's signature.

(2) The following information contained in voter registration
records or files regarding a voter or a group of voters is available
for public inspection and copyi ng, except as provided i n RCW 40. 24. 060:
The voter's nanme, address, political jurisdiction, gender, date of
birth, voting record, date of registration, and registration nunber.
The information contained in voter preregistration applications under
RCW 46. 20. 155 is exenpt from public inspection and copying. No other
information fromvoter registration records or files is available for
public inspection or copying.

Sec. 4. RCW42.56.250 and 2010 ¢ 257 s 1 and 2010 ¢ 128 s 9 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

The follow ng enploynent and licensing information is exenpt from
public inspection and copying under this chapter:

(1) Test questions, scoring keys, and other exam nation data used
to adm nister alicense, enploynent, or academ c exam nati on;

(2) Al applications for public enploynent, including the nanes of
applicants, resunes, and other related materials submtted with respect
to an applicant;

(3) The residential addresses, residential telephone nunbers,
per sonal wireless tel ephone nunbers, per sonal electronic mai
addresses, social security nunbers, and energency contact information
of enpl oyees or volunteers of a public agency, and the nanes, dates of
birth, residential addresses, residential telephone nunbers, personal
W rel ess tel ephone nunbers, personal electronic mail addresses, soci al
security nunbers, and energency contact information of dependents of
enpl oyees or volunteers of a public agency that are held by any public
agency in personnel records, public enploynent related records, or
volunteer rosters, or are included in any nailing |ist of enployees or
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volunteers of any public agency. For purposes of this subsection,
"enpl oyees" includes independent provider hone care workers as defined
in RCW74. 39A. 240;

(4) Information that identifies a person who, while an agency
enpl oyee: (a) Seeks advice, under an informal process established by
the enploying agency, in order to ascertain his or her rights in
connection with a possible unfair practice under chapter 49.60 RCW
against the person; and (b) requests his or her identity or any
identifying information not be discl osed;

(5) Investigative records conpiled by an enploying agency
conducting an active and ongoing investigation of a possible unfair
practice under chapter 49.60 RCWor of a possible violation of other
federal, state, or local |laws prohibiting discrimnation in enploynent;

(6) Crimnal history records checks for board staff finalist
candi dat es conduct ed pursuant to RCW43. 33A. 025;

(7) ((Except as provided in RCW 47.64. 220, salary and benefit
Hforraltb-on—or—parHH-re—erployees —cobHected—Tom—private—enployers
under RCW 47.64.220(1) and described in RCW47.64.220(2))) Infornation
contained in voter preregistration records under RCW46. 20. 155; and

(8) Phot ographs and nonth and year of birth in the personnel files
of enpl oyees and workers of crimnal justice agencies as defined in RCW
10.97.030. The news nedia, as defined in RCW5.68.010(5), shall have
access to the photographs and full date of birth. For the purposes of
this subsection, news nedi a does not include any person or organi zation
of persons in the custody of a crimnal justice agency as defined in
RCW 10. 97. 030.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act nay be known and cited as the young
voter registration equality act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act takes effect January 1, 2014.

~-- END ---
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