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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1252

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session
By House Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
Stonier, Carlyle, Sullivan, Lytton, Hunt, Mxwell, Harris, Takko,
Fitzgi bbon, Mrrell, Tarleton, Jinkins, Hawkins, Haigh, Bergquist,

Dahl qui st, Thari nger, Freeman, and Roberts)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 01/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to K-12 professional devel opnent for teachers and
principals; adding a new section to chapter 28B.20 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 28A. 415 RCW and creating new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that Wshington
educat ors possess great skills and know edge about both subject matter
content and instructional pedagogy, and that sharing this know edge
with other educators benefits the entire educational system The
quality of any professional developnent is enhanced by drawing from
experts in the field with deep understanding of the profession.
However, the legislature finds that little data is avail abl e regardi ng
the quality, quantity, or effectiveness of professional devel opnment
across school districts, and that a better wunderstanding of best
practices would be wuseful to share with teachers and principals
st at ew de.

(2) The legislature further finds that technology provides
increasing opportunities for educators across Wishington state to
access professional devel opnent regardl ess of the tine of year, tine of
day, or geographic l|ocation, as well as share best practices,
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experiences, and skills with others. The |egislature recognizes that
onli ne professional devel opnment does not replace in-person, face-to-
face dial ogue anong educators. Nat i onal standards for professiona
devel opnent enphasi ze the creation of professional |earning comunities
where educators cone together to analyze data, set goals, coach one
anot her, and continuously inprove their practice. However, the power
and reach of the internet to provide information, resources, Videos,
and foruns for discussion should be harnessed so that all teachers and
principals in all districts wwthin the state have free, open access to
hi gh quality, robust, and rel evant professional devel opnent focused on
inproving instruction and instructional practices. Speci al i zed
pr of essi onal devel opnent for principals should include instructiona
and noni nstructional nodul es such as financial and buil di ng nanagenent,
eval uati on net hodol ogi es, teambuil ding, and community rel ati ons, anong
ot her topics.

(3) Therefore it is the legislature's intent to create a dynamc
real-time, and interactive online professional devel opnent system to
augnent the current system The online professional devel opnment system
w || be designed, managed, and inpl enented by Washi ngt on educat ors.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 28B.20 RCW
to read as fol |l ows:

(1) Subject to funds appropriated specifically for this purpose,
the Washington K-12 online professional developnent project is
establi shed. The purpose of the project is to nmake online professiona
devel opnment nodules for K-12 teachers and principals available on
demand and at no cost to any educat or who chooses to use them

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
develop a request for proposals and select through a conpetitive
process an applicant to serve as the contracted facilitator and
adm ni strator for the Washington K-12 online professional devel opnment
project. School districts, educational service districts, institutions
of hi gher education, and public or private entities or organizations
may apply. The facilitator nust:

(a) Appoint and convene a steering conmttee of K-12 educators that
shall be responsible for the overall design and structure of the
project, identifying the topics for the online professional devel opnent
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nmodul es, and preparing the project evaluation and report to the
| egi sl ature;

(b) Oversee and provide support for creation of the professiona
devel opnent nodul es by K-12 educators;

(c) Provide necessary technical support and infrastructure for the
project; and

(d) Actively seek public-private partnerships in the devel opnent
and i npl enmentation of the project.

(3) The professional devel opnment nodules for the project nust
i ncorporate a variety of nedia, including denonstration videos, |inks
to research and resources, webinars, and discussion foruns. The
proj ect nmust include nodules that incorporate hybrid | earning through
a conbination of online and face-to-face collegial interaction anong
educators. The project nmust also provide for data collection on usage
and cust oner feedback.

(4) The professional devel opnent nodul es nust cover a range of
topics, including but not limted to:

(a) Academic content that is aligned with and supports the comon
core state standards;

(b) Strategies for inproving instructional practice, pedagogy, and
cl assroom managenent ;

(c) Strategies for closing the educational opportunity gap and
provi di ng specialized instruction for |ow achieving students, English
| anguage | earners, and students in special education; and

(d) Topics of particular interest to principals, such as effective
| eader shi p, managi ng people and resources, and conmunity and parent
i nvol venent .

(5) Each professional devel opnent nodul e nust contain an end-of -
nodul e assessnent that docunents the user's successful conpletion.

(6) Conpletion of the online professional devel opnent nodul es under
this section may only be considered approved in-service training for
pur poses of the statew de salary all ocation schedule according to rul es
adopt ed by the professional educator standards board under section 3 of
this act and only after the rules take effect.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A 415
RCWto read as foll ows:
The professional educator standards board shall adopt rules that
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establish st andar ds for m ni mum  content, docunent ati on of
participation, and verification of conpletion of the online
pr of essi onal devel opnent nodul es devel oped under section 2 of this act
in order for conpletion of the nodules to be considered equivalent to
cl ock hours of approved in-service training under RCW28A. 415. 020.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The steering commttee for the Wshington
K-12 online professional developnent project nust submt a status
report to the education commttees of the legislature by Decenber 1,
2015. At a mininmum the report nust address the foll ow ng topics:

(1) Data on wusage of the professional developnment nodules by
teachers and principal s;

(2) Custoner feedback on the useful ness of the nodul es and how to
i nprove the system

(3) Reconmmendations and estimated costs to maintain and regularly
refresh the professional devel opnment nodul es; and

(4) Recomendations for expanding the reach and inproving the
useful ness of the project.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The joint legislative audit and review
comm ttee nust conduct an anal ysis of K-12 professional devel opnent for
teachers and principals. The purpose of the analysis is to inprove the
basel i ne understandi ng of policymkers regarding the |evel of public
school resources currently expended to support pr of essi onal
devel opnent, the sources of funds, the type and content of professional
devel opnent purchased, and the extent that professional devel opnent is
based on individual preference, professional growh plans, school
instructional teams, or district priorities. For the purposes of the
anal ysis, "professional developnment” includes both traditional forns
such as semnars, conferences, courses, or training sessions and
nontraditional, |job-enbedded fornms such as dedicated tine for
instructional teans to exam ne student data, coaching and nentoring,
and professional learning comunities. |In the analysis, the commttee
must use both qualitative and quantitative nmethods, access statew de
data to the extent available and informative, and sel ect a sanple of
school districts for nore detailed review The analysis nust be
submtted to the | egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2014.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. |If specific funding for the purposes of
sections 2, 3, and 4 of this act, referencing sections 2, 3, and 4 of
this act by bill or chapter nunmber and section nunber, is not provided
by June 30, 2013, in the omi bus appropriations act, sections 2, 3, and
4 of this act are null and void.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. |If specific funding for the purposes of
section 5 of this act, referencing section 5 of this act by bill or
chapt er nunber and section nunber, is not provided by June 30, 2013, in
t he ommi bus appropriations act, section 5 of this act is null and voi d.

~-- END ---
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