SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5593

As Passed Senate, February 20, 2013

Title: An act relating to filing requirements for property tax exemption claims for certain
improvements to benefit fish and wildlife habitat, water quality, or water quantity.

Brief Description: Concerning filing requirements for property tax exemption claims for certain
improvements to benefit fish and wildlife habitat, water quality, or water quantity.

Sponsors: Senators Smith and Parlette.
Brief History:

Committee Activity: Natural Resources & Parks: 2/12/13 [DP].
Passed Senate: 2/20/13, 48-0.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES & PARKS

Majority Report: Do pass.
Signed by Senators Pearson, Chair; Smith, Vice Chair; Rolfes, Ranking Member; Kline
and Parlette.

Staff: Curt Gavigan (786-7437)

Background: Real and personal property is generally subject to property tax each year
based on its value, unless a specific exemption is provided by law. There are two classes of
property. Real property consists of land and the buildings, structures, and improvements that
are affixed to land. Personal property consists of all other property, such as machinery,
equipment, furniture, and supplies of businesses. The tax is determined by multiplying the
assessed value by the tax rate for each taxing district in which the property is located.

State law provides exemptions for certain types of property. One example is for
improvements to real and personal property if the improvements are a part of a written
conservation plan that provides benefits to wildlife habitat, water quality, or water quantity.
The conservation plan must be approved by a local conservation district. Conservation
districts must work with state and federal natural resource agencies and nonprofit
organizations to work with landowners to obtain approved conservation plans and qualify for
the exemption.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.

Senate Bill Report -1- SB 5593



A landowner may file a claim at any time with a county assessor to receive the tax
exemption. The claim must include the conservation district's certification of the
conservation plan and the landowner must verify that the improvements have been
maintained as provided in the plan.

Summary of Bill: Landowners applying for a property tax exemption for an improvement
that benefits fish and wildlife habitat must file a claim for an exemption by October 31. For
each subsequent filing year, the claim must contain a copy of the conservation district's initial
certification and the landowner's certification for the current year.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created: No.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony: PRO: This bill is a housekeeping measure that
moves the exemption request date up so that the exemptions will be in place before county

assessors set levies.

Persons Testifying: PRO: Scott Furman, Okanogan County Assessor.
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