
SENATE BILL REPORT
SHB 2739

As Reported by Senate Committee On:
Early Learning & K-12 Education, February 26, 2014

Ways & Means, March 3, 2014

Title:  An act relating to early childhood development as it relates to school success.

Brief Description:  Requiring a report analyzing the correlation of certain family factors with
academic and behavioral indicators of student success.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Appropriations Subcommittee on Education (originally 
sponsored by Representatives Ortiz-Self, Walsh, Santos, Bergquist, Walkinshaw, Kagi, 
Johnson, Ryu, Zeiger and Magendanz).

Brief History:  Passed House:  2/13/14, 65-33.
Committee Activity:  Early Learning & K-12 Education:  2/26/14 [DP-WM, w/oRec].
Ways & Means:  3/03/14 [DP, DNP, w/oRec].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON EARLY LEARNING & K-12 EDUCATION

Majority Report:  Do pass and be referred to Committee on Ways & Means.
Signed by Senators Litzow, Chair; Dammeier, Vice Chair; McAuliffe, Ranking Member; 

Rolfes, Assistant Ranking Member; Billig, Brown, Cleveland, Fain, Hill and Rivers.

Minority Report:  That it be referred without recommendation.
Signed by Senator Mullet.

Staff:  Katherine Taylor (786-7434)

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Hill, Chair; Baumgartner, Vice Chair; Hargrove, Ranking Member; 

Keiser, Assistant Ranking Member on the Capital Budget; Ranker, Assistant Ranking 
Member on the Operating Budget; Bailey, Becker, Billig, Conway, Dammeier, Fraser, Frockt, 
Hasegawa, Hatfield, Kohl-Welles, Rivers and Tom.

Minority Report:  Do not pass.
Signed by Senators Honeyford, Capital Budget Chair; Braun and Padden.

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Minority Report:  That it be referred without recommendation.
Signed by Senators Parlette and Schoesler.

Staff:  Lorrell Noahr (786-7708)

Background:  The Education Data Center (EDC) within the Office of Financial Management 
was established in 2007.  Working jointly with the Legislative Evaluation and Accountability 
Program Committee, the EDC conducts collaborative analyses of early learning, K-12, higher 
education programs, and education issues across the P-20 system.  The EDC is charged with 
annually providing to the K-12 data governance group a list of data elements and data quality 
improvements that are necessary to answer the research and policy questions identified by 
the EDC and those identified by legislative committees.

As a part of Washington State University (WSU) Extension, the Area Health Education 
Center (AHEC) of Eastern Washington works with university and community allies to 
promote health and wellness for underserved and at-risk populations through research, 
education, and community development.

Summary of Bill:  The EDC must contract with the AHEC of Eastern Washington through 
the WSU Extension to conduct a geographic analysis using existing data to identify areas 
where the cumulative effects of family factors, such as employment, health status, safety, and 
stability correlate with academic and behavioral indicators of student success. 

The EDC must submit a report to the Legislature by January 31, 2015.  The report must 
include maps that illustrate community variation in family factors as they relate to K-12 and 
postsecondary education outcomes and keeping all children on track for success.   

The report must include the following: 
�

�

�

�

the prevalence of family and community health, safety, and stability factors relevant 
to student success; 
resilience factors that are statistically correlated with improved population outcomes 
even in populations with family, health, safety, and stability challenges; 
correlation of certain factors with community variation in academic, behavior, and 
graduation outcomes; and
implications for policy targeted at improving K-12 or postsecondary outcomes. 

If specific funding is not provided for the study by June 30, 2014, the provisions are null and 
void.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony (Early Learning & K-12 Education):  None. 
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Persons Testifying (Early Learning & K-12 Education):  No one. 

Staff Summary of Public Testimony (Ways & Means):  PRO:  This is a good investment 
that will help the Legislature target their resources next year as enhancements in K-12 are 
made and helps schools target interventions.

Persons Testifying (Ways & Means):  PRO:  Amy Brackenbury, WA School Counselors 
Assn.

Senate Bill Report SHB 2739- 3 -


