Washington State BILL
Ot ot Prosrammescaren ANALYSIS
Government Operations & Elections
Committee

SB 5500

Brief Description: Providing a replacement ballot by telephone, mail, or in person to a voter
who is not a voter that is overseas or in the military.

Sponsors: Senators Benton, Roach and Hobbs.

Brief Summary of Bill

¢ Limits the replacement of ballots that are destroyed, spoiled, lost, or not received
through electronic means to service and overseas voters only.

Hearing Date: 4/2/13

Staff: Marsha Reilly (786-7135).

Background:

Ballots must be mailed to each voter at least 18 days before a primary or election. For service
and overseas voters, ballots must be mailed 45 days before a primary or election, except in the
event of a recount or litigation is pending.

Any voter may obtain a replacement ballot in the event the ballot is destroyed, spoiled, lost, or
not received. Replacement ballots may be obtained by telephone request, by mail, electronically,
or in person. County auditors are required to keep a record of each request for a replacement
ballot.

Summary of Bill:

A replacement ballot may be obtained electronically only by overseas and service voters.

Appropriation: None.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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