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Brief Description:  Authorizing the sale or exchange of unused department of transportation 

lands to federally recognized Indian tribes.

Sponsors:  Representatives Sawyer, Dahlquist, McCoy, Clibborn, Jinkins, Ryu, Liias, Zeiger, 
Tharinger, Santos and Pollet.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Authorizes the Secretary of Transportation to transfer and convey unused Washington 
State Department of Transportation (DOT) land to a federally recognized Indian 
tribe.

Hearing Date:  1/30/13

Staff:  Sean Flynn (786-7124).

Background: 

The Secretary of Transportation may transfer and convey any unused state-owned real property 
under the jurisdiction of the DOT to a federal agency or instrumentality, another state agency, 
any county or city or port district of the state, or any public utility company, when the transfer 
and conveyance is consistent with public interest.  

Real property purchased or acquired by a federally recognized tribe outside of its reservation 
generally is held in fee and subject to state property laws.  Tribes may apply for fee lands to be 
taken into trust by the United States.  

Summary of Bill: 

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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The Secretary of Transportation may transfer and convey any unused state-owned real property 
under its jurisdiction to a federally recognized Indian tribe when the transfer and conveyance is 
consistent with public interest. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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