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Brief Description:  Concerning primaries.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government 
(originally sponsored by Representatives Wylie, Buys, Hunt, Van De Wege, Appleton, 
Orwall, Ryu and Jinkins).

House Committee on Government Operations & Elections
House Committee on Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government
Senate Committee on Governmental Operations
Senate Committee on Ways & Means

Background:  

With limited exceptions, the names of all candidates who file a declaration of candidacy 
appear on the primary ballot.  If a special election is required in an odd-numbered year to fill 
a vacancy in any office that is scheduled to be voted upon for a full term in an even-
numbered year, no primary election is held if no more than two candidates have filed a 
declaration of candidacy for the office.  No primary is held for any single position in any city, 
town, district, or district court if, after the last day allowed for candidates to withdraw, no 
more than two candidates have filed for the same position.

Summary:  

The provision prohibiting a primary election in an odd-numbered year to fill a vacancy in any 
office that is scheduled to be voted upon for a full term in an even-numbered year is repealed.  
The provision specifying that no primary be held for any city, town, district, or district court 
position if no more than two candidates file for the office is expanded to include all 
nonpartisan offices.

Votes on Final Passage:  

House 96 1
Senate 45 3 (Senate amended)
House 94 1 (House concurred)

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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