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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2372

State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 Regul ar Session

By House Transportation (originally sponsored by Representatives
Pol | et , Kenney, Reykdal , Di cker son, Ji nki ns, Wl i e, Hasegawa,
Pettigrew, Billig, Pedersen, Ryu, Fitzgibbon, Darneille, Blake, Finn,
Eddy, and Kagi)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 31/12.

AN ACT Rel ating to tow trucks; anmendi ng RCW46. 55. 030; addi ng a new
section to chapter 46.55 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that it is inportant
for the public to know what the charges and fees will be for the
private inpound of cars and other vehicles parked on private property,
and that those charges should be uniform and reasonabl e t hroughout the
state.

Sec. 2. RCW46.55.030 and 2010 ¢ 8 s 9061 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
(1) Application for licensing as a registered tow truck operator

shall be made on fornms furnished by the departnent, shall be
acconpani ed by an inspection certification from the Washi ngton state
patrol, shall be signed by the applicant or an agent, and shall include

the foll ow ng i nformation:

(a) The nanme and address of the person, firm partnershinp,
associ ation, or corporation under whose nane the business is to be
conduct ed;
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(b) The nanmes and addresses of all persons having an interest in
the business, or if the owner is a corporation, the nanes and addresses
of the officers of the corporation;

(c) The nanes and addresses of all enpl oyees who serve as tow truck
drivers;

(d) Proof of mninmminsurance required by subsection ((3)) (4)
of this section;

(e) The vehicle license and vehicle identification nunbers of all
tow trucks of which the applicant is the regi stered owner;

(f) Any other information the departnent may require; and

(g A certificate of approval from the Wshington state patrol
certifying that:

(i) The applicant has an established place of business and that
mail is received at the address shown on the application;

(ii) The address of any storage |locations where vehicles may be
stored is correctly stated on the application;

(ii1) The place of business has an office area that is accessible
to the public without entering the storage area; ((and))

(iv) The place of business has adequate and secure storage
facilities, as defined in this chapter and the rul es of the departnent,
where vehicles and their contents can be properly stored and protected;,
and

(v) Al persons having an interest in the business, or if the owner
is acorporation all officers of the corporation, and all enployees who
serve as_tow truck drivers_neet the crimnal background requirenents
set by rule by the Washi ngton state patrol for the i ssuance of a letter
of appointnent to provide tow ng services.

(2) 1f_the applicant is_granted a registration certificate, the
operator shall notify the Washington state patrol and the departnent of
any changes_in_ownership_ or corporate_ officers and_ notify_ the
Washi ngton_state patrol of any new enployee hires_ who serve_as_tow
truck drivers within three days of hiring. The new owners or officers
of the conpany or new enployees who serve_as tow truck drivers nust
neet the sanme crimnal background requirenents required under
subsection (1)(g)(v) of this section.

(3) Before issuing a registration certificate to an applicant the
departnent shall require the applicant to file with the departnment a
surety bond in the anobunt of five thousand dollars running to the state
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and executed by a surety conpany authorized to do business in this
state. The bond shall be approved as to form by the attorney general
and conditioned that the operator shall conduct his or her business in
conformty with the provisions of this chapter pertaining to abandoned
or unaut hori zed vehicles, and to conpensate any person, conpany, or the
state for failure to conply wth this chapter or the rules adopted
hereunder, or for fraud, negligence, or msrepresentation in the
handling of these vehicles. Any person injured by the tow truck
operator's failure to fully performduties inposed by this chapter and
the rul es adopted hereunder, or an ordi nance or resol ution adopted by
a city, town, or county is entitled to recover actual danmages,
i ncludi ng reasonable attorney's fees against the surety and the tow
truck operator. Successive recoveries against the bond shall be
permtted, but the aggregate liability of the surety to all persons
shall not exceed the anount of the bond. As a condition of authority
to do business, the operator shall keep the bond in full force and
effect. Failure to mintain the penalty value of the bond or
cancellation of the bond by the surety automatically cancels the
operator's registration.

((3»)) (4) Before the departnment nmay issue a registration
certificate to an applicant, the applicant shall provide proof of
m ni mum i nsurance requi renents of:

(a) One hundred thousand dollars for liability for bodily injury or
property damage per occurrence; and

(b) Fifty thousand dollars of legal liability per occurrence, to
protect agai nst vehicle damage, including but not limted to fire and
theft, fromthe time a vehicle conmes into the custody of an operator
until it is redeenmed or sold.

Cancel lation of or failure to maintain the insurance required by
(a) and (b) of this subsection automatically cancels the operator's
regi stration

((4)) (5) The fee for each original registration and annual
renewal is one hundred dollars per conpany, plus fifty dollars per
truck. The departnent shall forward the registration fee to the state
treasurer for deposit in the notor vehicle fund.

((65y)) (6) The applicant nust submit an inspection certificate
from the state patrol before the departnent nay issue or renew an
operator's registration certificate or towtruck permts.
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((68y)) (7) Upon approval of the application, the departnent shal
issue a registration certificate to the registered operator to be
di spl ayed prom nently at the operator's place of business.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 46.55 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) For a private inpound perforned by any registered tow truck
operator using tow trucks classified by the Washi ngton state patrol by
rule pursuant to RCW46.55.050(1) as class A, class E, or class D only,
the followmng imtations apply:

(a) The maximumtow ng hourly rate listed on the fee schedule filed
with the departnent pursuant to RCW 46.55.063(1) nmay be no nore than
one hundred fifty percent of the maximum hourly rate for a class A tow
truck at the tinme of filing as negotiated by the Wshington state
patrol, pursuant to rule, and contained in the letter of contractua
agreenent and letter of appointnent authorizing a registered tow truck
operator to respond to state patrol-originated calls.

(b) The maximumdaily storage rate |isted on the fee schedule filed
with the departnent pursuant to RCW 46.55.063(1) may be no nore than
one hundred fifty percent of the maxinmum daily storage rate for an
i mpound at the tinme of filing as negotiated by the Washington state
patrol, pursuant to rule, and contained in the letter of contractua
agreenent and letter of appointnent authorizing a registered tow truck
operator to respond to state patrol-originated calls.

(c) The maxi mum after hours release fee listed on the fee schedul e
filed wwth the departnent pursuant to RCW 46.55.063(1) nay be no nore
t han one hundred percent of the maxi num after hours rel ease fee for an
i mpound at the tinme of filing as negotiated by the Washington state
patrol, pursuant to rule, and contained in the letter of contractua
agreenent and letter of appointnent authorizing a registered tow truck
operator to respond to state patrol-originated calls.

(2) The limtations set out in subsection (1) of this section apply
to all registered tow truck operators whether or not they hold, have
applied for, or received letters of appointnent from the Washington
state patrol to respond to state patrol -originated calls.

(3) The limtations set out in subsection (1) of this section do
not apply to:
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(a) Any other classes of tow trucks classified by the WAshi ngton
state patrol by rule pursuant to RCW46.55.050(1); or

(b) Law enforcenent inpounds or private voluntary tow ng.

(4) The limtations set out in subsection (1) of this section only
apply if the vehicle is parked and upright, has all its wheels and
tires attached, does not have a broken axle, and has not been invol ved
in an accident at the location fromwhich it is being inpounded.

~-- END ---
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