
SENATE BILL REPORT
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As of January 27, 2011

Title:  An act relating to prohibiting commercial motor vehicles in express lanes during peak 
hours.

Brief Description:  Prohibiting commercial motor vehicles in express lanes during peak hours.

Sponsors:  Senators Haugen and Shin.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Transportation:  1/26/11.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Staff:  Katherine Taylor (786-7434)

Background:  Express lanes are highway lanes that are reversible, used to relieve congestion 
from the transportation system, and established and operated by the Department of 
Transportation (DOT).  Currently, Washington State has two sets of express lanes, which are 
located on Interstate Highway 5 and 90.  

Summary of Bill:  The bill as referred to committee not considered.

Summary of Bill (Proposed Substitute):  DOT may prohibit commercial motor vehicles 
used in commerce to transport property from utilizing express lanes during peak hours traffic 
hours.  A violation of this prohibition constitutes a traffic offense.  Peak traffic hours range 
from Monday through Friday from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  Generally support as long as it does not 
negatively impact transit or Washington State truckers. 

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Thomas Cook, NW Motor Coach Association; Larry Pursley, 
Washington Trucking Association. 
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