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Brief Description:  Authorizing the use of automated school bus safety cameras.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Hobbs, 
Delvin, King and Hewitt).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

�

�

�

�

Authorizes school districts to install automated school bus safety cameras on school 
buses to detect vehicles that fail to stop for a school bus that displays a stop signal.  

Limits how the photographs may be taken and used, how long the photographs may 
be retained, and how the infractions are issued.

Limits how school districts may enter into contracts with camera vendors and how 
the vendors may be compensated.

Requires infractions issued by automated school bus safety cameras to be processed 
like parking infractions and any revenue collected, less the cost to operate the 
program, must be remitted to school districts for school zone safety projects.

Hearing Date:  3/16/11

Staff:  Wendy Malkin (786-7114).

Background: 

The driver of a vehicle, upon meeting or overtaking from either direction a school bus that has 
stopped on the roadway to receive or discharge school children, must stop before reaching the 
bus when there is a visual stop signal displayed on the school bus.  The driver must not proceed 
until the school bus resumes motion or the visual stop signal is no longer activated.  However, a 
driver on a divided highway traveling in the opposite direction of the school bus need not stop 
and a driver on a highway with three or more lanes traveling in the opposite direction from the 
bus need not stop.  A person found to have violated the requirement to stop for a school bus that 
displays a stop signal must be assessed a monetary penalty that is twice the penalty that is 
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permitted for the infraction under the penalty schedule.  The doubled infraction amount is $394.  
Half of the money collected from the infraction must be deposited in the School Zone Safety 
Account. 

Revenue from parking infractions remains with the issuing jurisdiction.  Under certain 
conditions, the Department of Licensing (DOL) is prohibited from renewing vehicle registrations 
on vehicles that have outstanding parking infractions.

Summary of Bill: 

School districts may install and operate automated school bus safety cameras on school buses to 
detect vehicles that fail to stop for a school bus that displays a stop signal.  School districts are 
not required to take buses out of service if the buses are not fitted with automated school bus 
safety cameras. 

School districts are authorized to install automated school bus safety cameras with the following 
requirements:

�

�

�

�

pictures may be taken of only vehicles and vehicle license plates while an infraction is 
occurring and must not reveal driver or passenger faces; 
infraction notices must be mailed to the registered owner of the vehicle within 14 days of 
the infraction and may be responded to by mail; 
any compensation paid to the vendor of the equipment must be based on the value of the 
equipment and services provided and may not be based on a portion of the infractions or 
revenue generated; 
photographs generated by the automated school bus safety cameras may be used only for 
infraction enforcement and must not be retained longer than necessary to enforce the 
infraction; and

� before entering into a contract with the manufacturer or vendor of the camera equipment, 
a school district is required to follow a competitive bid process.

The registered owner of the vehicle is responsible for the infraction unless the owner submits a 
written statement to the court or testifies to the court that the vehicle was, at the time, stolen or in 
the care, custody, or control of another person.  An infraction generated by an automated school 
bus safety camera must be processed in the same manner as parking infractions, and the 
infraction is not part of the registered owner's driving record.  Under certain conditions, the DOL 
is prohibited from renewing a vehicle registration if the vehicle has an outstanding infraction 
issued by an automated school bus safety camera.  

The maximum monetary penalty for failure to stop for a school bus that displays a stop signal is 
limited to the amount permitted under the penalty schedule when the infraction is generated by 
an automated school bus safety camera.  The maximum amount of the penalty is $216.  Any 
revenue collected from an infraction generated by a camera, less the cost to operate the program, 
must be remitted to school districts for school zone safety projects.  

If the registered owner of the vehicle is a rental car business, the rental car company must be 
given notice before an infraction is issued.  The notice must give the rental car company time to 
identify the driver, pay the fine, or provide a statement that the driver cannot be identified 
because the car was stolen at the time of the infraction.
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Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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