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Brief Description:  Amending the state Constitution to include fees collected on barrels of 

petroleum products to be used for transportation purposes.

Sponsors:  Representatives Armstrong and Clibborn.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Proposes a constitutional amendment to Article II, section 40 that would require that 
fees collected by the state on barrels of petroleum products to be used for 
transportation purposes be deposited into the Motor Vehicle Fund and only be spent 
for highway purposes as defined in that section.

Hearing Date:  2/6/12

Staff:  David Munnecke (786-7315).

Background: 

Article II, section 40 of the Washington Constitution requires that the state's motor vehicle fuel 
taxes, which are currently 37.5 cents per gallon, vehicle licensing fees, and all other state 
revenue intended to be used for highway purposes be deposited into the Motor Vehicle Fund.  
Monies in that fund may only be spent for highway purposes, which are defined to include 
expenditures on construction, preservation, maintenance, operation, and administration of 
highways and ferries.  

Other transportation funding is not restricted by the 18th Amendment.  Often referred to as 
"multimodal" or "flexible" funding, these monies may be spent for any transportation purposes.

Summary of Bill: 

An amendment is proposed to Article II, section 40 of the Washington Constitution that would 
require that fees collected by the state on barrels of petroleum products to be used for 
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transportation purposes be deposited into the Motor Vehicle Fund and only be spent for highway 
purposes as defined in that section.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.
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