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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6778

State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session

By Senate Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally sponsored by
Senators MAuliffe, Shin, Kauffman, and Kline)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 10.

AN ACT Relating to establishing an alternative route to a high
school diplom; anmending RCW 28A. 230. 120, 28A. 655.061, 28A.655.0611,
and 28A. 155. 045; reenacting and anendi ng RCW 28A. 230. 090; addi ng a new
section to chapter 28A. 230 RCW and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the higher
education coordinating board has established mninmm standards for
adm ssion to a public four-year institution of higher education in
Washi ngt on. The legislature further finds that, wth only mnor
suppl ementation, all of the four-year institutions rely on these
standards when it cones to mninum requirenments for adm ssion.
Therefore, if the state's four-year coll eges and universities consider
t he standards adopted by the higher education coordi nating board to be
sufficiently rigorous for admssion, the |legislature finds that
students who can neet and exceed these standards should qualify for a
hi gh school di pl ona.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 230
RCWto read as foll ows:
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As an alternative to the high school graduation requirenments
establ i shed under RCW 28A. 230. 090 and 28A. 655. 061, and any additi onal
| ocal graduation requirenents established by school districts, any
student who neets the following requirenents shall receive a high
school di pl oma:

(1) Successfully conpletes the mninumcredits for adm ssion to a
public four-year institution of higher education adopted by the higher
education coordinating board under RCW 28B.76.290, which includes
nmeeting the required coll ege academ c distribution requirenents;

(2) Successfully conplete one occupational credit as defined in WAC
180-51- 060;

(3) Earns a cumnul ative average grade of at |east a three on a four-
point scale, as determned by the school district, for the courses
requi red under subsection (1) of this section; and

(4) Conpletes a culmnating project and a high school and beyond
pl an according to rules adopted by the state board of educati on.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A. 230.090 and 2009 c¢ 548 s 111 and 2009 c¢ 223 s 2
are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in section 2 of this act, the state board of
education shall establish high school graduation requirenents or
equi val enci es for students, except those equival enci es established by
| ocal high schools or school districts under RCW 28A.230.097. The
pur pose of a high school diploma is to declare that a student is ready
for success in postsecondary education, gainful enploynent, and
citizenship, and is equipped with the skills to be a lifelong | earner.

(a) Any course in Washington state history and governnent used to
fulfill high school graduation requirenments shall consider including
information on the culture, history, and governnent of the American
| ndi an peopl es who were the first inhabitants of the state.

(b) Except for_students neeting the requirenents of section 2 of
this act, the certificate of academ c achi evenent requirenents under
RCW 28A.655.061 or the «certificate of i ndi vi dual achi evenent
requi rements under RCW 28A. 155.045 are required for graduation froma
publ i c high school but are not the only requirenents for graduation.

(c) Any decision on whether a student has net the state board's
hi gh school graduation requirenents for a high school and beyond pl an
shall remain at the |ocal |evel
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(2)(a) Inrecognition of the statutory authority of the state board
of education to establish and enforce m nimum high school graduation
requi renents, the state board shall periodically reevaluate the
graduation requirenments and shall report such findings to the
legislature in atinely manner as determ ned by the state board.

(b) The state board shall reevaluate the graduation requirenents
for students enrolled in vocationally intensive and rigorous career and
techni cal education progranms, particularly those progranms that lead to
a certificate or credential that is state or nationally recognized.
The purpose of the evaluation is to ensure that students enrolled in
t hese prograns have sufficient opportunity to earn a certificate of
academ c achievenent, conplete the program and earn the programs
certificate or «credential, and conplete other state and |ocal
graduation requirenents.

(c) The state board shall forward any proposed changes to the high
school graduation requirenents to the education commttees of the
| egi slature for reviewand to the quality education council established
under RCW 28A.290.010. The legislature shall have the opportunity to
act during a regular |egislative session before the changes are adopted
t hrough adm nistrative rule by the state board. Changes that have a
fiscal inpact on school districts, as identified by a fiscal analysis
prepared by the office of the superintendent of public instruction,
shall take effect only if formally authorized and funded by the
| egi slature through the ommibus appropriations act or other enacted
| egi sl ati on.

(3) Pursuant to any requirenent for instruction in | anguages ot her
than English established by the state board of education or a |oca
school district, or both, for purposes of high school graduation,
students who receive instruction in American sign | anguage or one or
nore Anerican I|ndian | anguages shall be considered to have satisfied
the state or Jlocal school district graduation requirenent for
instruction in one or nore | anguages ot her than Engli sh.

(4) If requested by the student and his or her famly, a student
who has conpleted high school courses before attending high school
shall be given high school credit which shall be applied to fulfilling
hi gh school graduation requirenents if:

(a) The course was taken with high school students, if the academ c
| evel of the course exceeds the requirenents for seventh and eighth
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grade cl asses, and the student has successfully passed by conpleting
the same course requirements and examnations as the high school
students enrolled in the class; or

(b) The academic |evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for
seventh and ei ghth grade cl asses and the course would qualify for high
school credit, because the courseis simlar or equivalent to a course
offered at a high school in the district as determ ned by the schoo
district board of directors.

(5) Students who have taken and successfully conpl eted high school
courses under the circunstances in subsection (4) of this section shal
not be required to take an additional conpetency exam nation or perform
any other additional assignment to receive credit.

(6) At the college or wuniversity level, five quarter or three
senester hours equals one high school credit.

Sec. 4. RCW28A. 230.120 and 2008 ¢ 185 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) School districts shall issue diploms to students signifying
graduation from high school upon the students' satisfactory conpletion
of all local and state graduation requirenents or upon_conpletion of
the requirenents _in_section_ 2 of this_ act. Districts shall grant
students the option of receiving a final transcript in addition to the
regul ar di pl ona.

(2) School districts or schools of attendance shall establish
policies and procedures to notify senior students of the transcript
option and shall direct students to indicate their decisions in a
timely manner. School districts shall nake appropriate provisions to
assure that students who choose to receive a copy of their final
transcript shall receive such transcript after graduation

(3)(a) A school district nmay issue a high school diploma to a
person who:

(i) I's an honorably discharged nenber of the arnmed forces of the
United States; and

(i1) Left high school before graduation to serve in Wrld War ||
the Korean conflict, or the Vietnamera as defined in RCW41. 04. 005.

(b) A school district may issue a diploma to or on behalf of a
person otherw se eligible under (a) of this subsection notw thstanding
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the fact that the person holds a high school equival ency certification
or i s deceased.

(c) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt a formfor
a diploma application to be used by a veteran or a person acting on
behalf of a deceased veteran wunder this subsection (3). The
superintendent of public instruction shall specify what constitutes
accept abl e evidence of eligibility for a dipl ona.

Sec. 5. RCW28A. 655.061 and 2009 ¢ 524 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The high school assessnent systemshall include but need not be
[imted to the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning, opportunities
for a student to retake the content areas of the assessnent in which
the student was not successful, and if approved by the |egislature
pursuant to subsection (10) of this section, one or nore objective
alternative assessnents for a student to denonstrate achievenent of
state academ c standards. The objective alternative assessnents for
each content area shall be conparable in rigor to the skills and
know edge that the student nust denonstrate on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning for each content area.

(2) Subject to the conditions in this section, a certificate of
academ c achi evenent shall be obtained by npbst students at about the
age of sixteen, and is evidence that the students have successful ly net
the state standard in the content areas included in the certificate.
Wth the exception of students satisfying the provisions of RCW
28A. 155. 045 ((er)), 28A. 655.0611, or section 2 of this act, acquisition
of the certificate is required for graduation froma public high school
but is not the only requirenent for graduation.

(3) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, with the exception
of students satisfying the provisions of RCW 28A. 155. 045, a student who
neets the state standards on the reading, witing, and mathematics
content areas of the high school Wshington assessnent of student
learning shall earn a certificate of academ c achievenent. If a
student does not successfully neet the state standards in one or nore
content areas required for the certificate of academ c achievenent,
then the student may retake the assessnent in the content area up to
four tinmes at no cost to the student. |[If the student successfully
neets the state standards on a retake of the assessnent then the
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student shall earn a certificate of academ c achievenent. Once
objective alternative assessnents are authorized pursuant to subsection
(10) of this section, a student may use the objective alternative
assessnents to denonstrate that the student successfully neets the
state standards for that content area if the student has taken the
Washi ngton assessnment of student |earning at |east once. If the
student successfully neets the state standards on the objective
alternative assessnents then the student shall earn a certificate of
academ c achi evenent.

(4) Beginning no later than with the graduating class of 2013, a
student nust neet the state standards in science in addition to the
ot her content areas required under subsection (3) of this section on
the Washington assessnent of student Ilearning or the objective
alternative assessnents in order to earn a certificate of academc
achi evenent . The state board of education may adopt a rule that
i nplenents the requirenments of this subsection (4) beginning with a
graduating class before the graduating class of 2013, if the state
board of education adopts the rule by Septenber 1st of the freshman
school year of the graduating class to which the requirenents of this
subsection (4) apply. The state board of education's authority under
this subsection (4) does not alter the requirenent that any change in
performnce standards for the tenth grade assessnment nust conply with
RCW 28A. 305. 130.

(5) The state board of education may not require the acquisition of
the certificate of academ c achievenent for students in home-based
i nstruction under chapter 28A. 200 RCW for students enrolled in private
school s under chapter 28A.195 RCW or for students satisfying the
provi si ons of RCW28A. 155. 045.

(6) A student may retain and use the highest result from each
successfully conpl eted content area of the high school assessnent.

(7) School districts nust nmake avail able to students the foll ow ng
opti ons:

(a) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a public school; or

(b) To retake the WAashi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a high school conpletion
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program at a conmunity or technical college. The superintendent of
public instruction and the state board for comunity and technica
colleges shall jointly identify neans by which students in these
prograns can be assessed.

(8) Students who achieve the standard in a content area of the high
school assessnment but who wish to inprove their results shall pay for
retaking the assessnment, wusing a uniform cost determned by the
superintendent of public instruction.

(9) Opportunities to retake the assessnent at |east twice a year
shal | be avail able to each school district.

(10)(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction
shal | develop options for i npl enenting objective alternative
assessnents, which nmay include an appeal s process for students' scores,
for students to denonstrate achievenent of the state academc
standards. The objective alternative assessnents shall be conparable
inrigor to the skills and knowl edge that the student nust denonstrate
on the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning and be objective in
its determnation of student achievenent of the state standards.
Before any objective alternative assessnments in addition to those
aut hori zed i n RCW 28A. 655. 065 or (b) of this subsection are used by a
student to denonstrate that the student has net the state standards in
a content area required to obtain a certificate, the | egislature shal
formally approve the use of any objective alternative assessnents
through the ommibus appropriations act or by statute or concurrent
resol ution.

(b)(i) A student's score on the mathematics, reading or English, or
witing portion of the SAT or the ACT may be used as an objective
alternative assessnent under this section for denonstrating that a
student has nmet or exceeded the state standards for the certificate of
academ c achi evenent. The state board of education shall identify the
scores students nust achieve on the rel evant portion of the SAT or ACT
to neet or exceed the state standard in the relevant content area on
t he Washi ngton assessnent of student l|earning. The state board of
education shall identify the first scores by Decenber 1, 2007. After
the first scores are established, the state board nmay increase but not
decrease the scores required for students to neet or exceed the state
st andar ds.
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(ii1) Until August 31, 2008, a student's score on the mathematics
portion of the PSAT may be used as an objective alternative assessnent
under this section for denonstrating that a student has net or exceeded
the state standard for the certificate of academ c achievenent. The
state board of education shall identify the score students nust achieve
on the mathematics portion of the PSAT to neet or exceed the state
standard in that content area on the WAshi ngton assessnent of student
| ear ni ng.

(ti1) Astudent who scores at |least a three on the gradi ng scal e of
one to five for selected AP exam nations nmay use the score as an
objective alternative assessnent under this section for denonstrating
that a student has net or exceeded state standards for the certificate
of academ c achievenent. A score of three on the AP exami nations in
cal culus or statistics nay be used as an alternative assessnent for the
mat hemati cs portion of the Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning.
A score of three on the AP examnations in English |anguage and
conposition nay be used as an alternative assessnent for the witing
portion of the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning. A score of
three on the AP examnations in English literature and conposition,
macr oeconom cs, mcroeconomcs, psychology, United States history,
world history, United States governnment and politics, or conparative
governnent and politics may be used as an alternative assessnent for
t he readi ng portion of the Washi ngt on assessnent of student | earning.

(11) By Decenber 15, 2004, the house of representatives and senate
education commttees shall obtain information and conclusions from
recogni zed, independent, national assessnent experts regarding the
validity and reliability of the high school Washington assessnent of
student |earning for meking individual student high school graduation
determ nati ons.

(12) To hel p assure continued progress in acadenm c achi evenent as
a foundation for high school graduation and to assure that students are
on track for high school graduation, each school district shall prepare
pl ans for and notify students and their parents or |egal guardians as
provided in this subsection (12).

(a) Student learning plans are required for eighth through twelfth
grade students who were not successful on any or all of the content
areas of the Washington assessnent for student |earning during the
previ ous school year or who may not be on track to graduate due to
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credit deficiencies or absences. The parent or | egal guardian shall be
notified about the information in the student |earning plan, preferably
through a parent conference and at |east annually. To the extent
feasi bl e, schools serving English | anguage | earner students and their
parents shall translate the plan into the primary |anguage of the
famly. The plan shall include the followng information as
appl i cabl e:

(1) The student's results on the Washi ngton assessnent of student
| ear ni ng;

(ii) If the student is in the transitional bilingual program the
score on his or her Washi ngton | anguage proficiency test I

(ti1) Any credit deficiencies;

(1v) The student's attendance rates over the previous two years;

(v) The student's progress toward neeting state and |ocal
graduation requirenents;

(vi) The courses, conpetencies, and other steps needed to be taken
by the student to neet state academ c standards and stay on track for
graduati on;

(vii) Renediation strategies and alternative education options
avail able to students, including informng students of the option to
continue to receive instructional services after grade twelve or unti
t he age of twenty-one;

(viii) The alternative assessnment options available to students
under this section and RCW28A. 655. 065;

(1 x) School district progranms, high school courses, and career and
techni cal education options available for students to neet graduation
requi renents; and

(x) Avail able progranms offered through skill centers or comunity
and technical colleges, including the college high school diplonm
opti ons under RCW28B. 50. 535.

(b) Al fifth grade students who were not successful in one or nore
of the content areas of the fourth grade Wshi ngton assessnent of
student | earning shall have a student | earning plan.

(1) The parent or guardian of the student shall be notified,
preferably through a parent conference, of the student's results on the
Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning, actions the school intends
to take to inprove the student's skills in any content area in which
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the student was unsuccessful, and provide strategies to help them
inprove their student's skills.

(ii) Progress nmade on the student plan shall be reported to the
student's parents or guardi an at | east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an nmade as necessary.

Sec. 6. RCW28A. 655.0611 and 2009 ¢ 17 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008 and through no
| ater than the graduating class of 2012, students may graduate from
hi gh school wi thout earning a certificate of academ c achi evenent or a
certificate of individual achievenent if they:

(a) Have not successfully nmet the nathematics standard on the high
school Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning, an approved objective
alternative assessnent, or an alternate assessnent developed for
el igi ble special education students;

(b) Have successfully nmet the state standard in the other content
areas required for a certificate under RCW 28A. 655. 061 or 28A. 155. 045;

(c) Have net all other state and school district graduation
requi renents; and

(d) (i) For the graduating class of 2008, successfully earn one high
school mathematics credit or career and technical course equival ent,
including courses offered at skill <centers, after the student's
el eventh grade year intended to increase the student's mathematics
proficiency toward neeting or exceeding the mathematics standards
assessed on the high school Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning;
and

(1i) For the remaining graduating classes under this section,
successfully earn two mathematics credits or career and technical
course equivalent, including courses offered at skill centers, after
the student's tenth grade year intended to increase the student's
mat hematics proficiency toward neeting or exceeding the mathematics
st andards assessed on the high school Washi ngton assessnent of student
| ear ni ng.

(2) The state board of education may adopt a rule that ends the
application of this section with a graduating class before the
graduating class of 2012, if the state board of education adopts the
rule by Septenber 1st of the freshman school year of the graduating
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class to which the provisions of this section no |longer apply. The
state board of education's authority under this section does not alter
the requirenent that any change i n performance standards for the tenth
grade assessnent nust conply with RCW28A. 305. 130.

(3) This_ section_ does_ not apply to_students who_ neet the
requi renents of section 2 of this act.

(4) This section expires August 31, 2013.

Sec. 7. RCW28A.155.045 and 2007 ¢ 354 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Begi nning with the graduating class of 2008, students served under
this chapter, who are not appropriately assessed by the high school
Washi ngt on assessnent system as defined in RCW 28A. 655. 061, even with
accommodati ons, may earn a certificate of individual achievenent. The
certificate may be earned using nultiple ways to denonstrate skills and
abilities coomensurate with their individual education prograns. The
determnation of whether the high school assessnent system is
appropriate shall be made by the student's individual education program
t eam Except as provided in RCW 28A. 655.0611 and section 2 of this
act, for these students, the certificate of individual achievenent is
required for graduation froma public high school, but need not be the
only requirenent for graduation. Wen neasures other than the high
school assessnent system as defined in RCW28A 655.061 are used, the
measures shall be in agreement with the appropriate educational
opportunity provided for the student as required by this chapter. The
superi ntendent of public instruction shall develop the guidelines for
determ ni ng whi ch students should not be required to participate in the
hi gh school assessnent system and which types of assessnents are
appropriate to use.

When neasures other than the high school assessnent system as
defined in RCW 28A 655.061 are wused for high school graduation
pur poses, the student's high school transcript shall note whether that
student has earned a certificate of individual achievenent.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to deny a student the
right to participation in the high school assessnent systemas defi ned
in RCW 28A.655.061, and, upon successfully neeting the high school
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1 standard, receipt of the certificate of academ c achi evenent.

--- END ---
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