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ENGROSSED SENATE BI LL 6762

State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session
By Senators Fraser, Haugen, and Kline

Read first tine 01/25/10. Referred to Commttee on Environnent,
Wat er & Energy.

AN ACT Relating to conpliance with the state environnental policy
act; anending RCW 43.21C. 031; and adding a new section to chapter
43.21C RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.21C 031 and 1995 c¢c 347 s 203 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1)(a) An environnmental inpact statenment (the detail ed statenent
required by RCW 43.21C 030(2)(c)) shall be prepared on proposals for
| egislation and other major actions having a probable significant,
adverse environnental inpact. The environnental inpact statenent may
be conbined with the recommendati on or report on the proposal or issued
as a separate docunent. The substantive decisions or recomendations
shall be clearly identifiable in the conbined docunent. Acti ons
categorically exenpt under RCW 43.21C 110(1)(a) do not require
environnmental review or the preparation of an environmental i npact
statenent under this chapter. This_ subsection_ does not inpose_ the
requi renents of RCW 43.21C 030 or this section upon_actions that are

statutorily exenpt from_ this chapter's environnental  review
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requi renents. Proposals, or_parts of proposals, that are so_closely
related as to be in effect a single course of action nust be eval uated
in the sane environnental docunent if the:

(i) Proposal, or parts of the proposal, cannot or will not proceed
unl ess inplenented sinmultaneously; or

(ii) Larger proposal is_ necessary for justification or
inplenentation of parts of the proposal. In a county, city, or town
pl anni ng under RCW 36. 70A. 040, a planned action, as provided for in
subsection (2) of this section, does not require a threshold
determ nation or the preparation of an environnmental inpact statenent
under this chapter, but is subject to environnental review and
mtigation as provided in this chapter.

(b) An environnental inpact statenent is required to analyze only
t hose probable adverse environnmental inpacts which are significant.
Beneficial environnental inpacts nmay be discussed. The responsible
official shall consult with agencies and the public to identify such
inpacts and Iimt the scope of an environnental inpact statenent. The
subjects listed in RCW 43. 21C. 030(2) (c) need not be treated as separate
sections of an environnental inpact statenent. Di scussions of
significant short-term and | ong-term environnental inpacts, including
cunul ative_ inpacts, significant irrevocable commtnents of natural
resources, significant alternatives including mtigation neasures, and
significant environnmental inpacts which cannot be mtigated should be
consolidated or included, as applicable, in those sections of an
environnment al inpact statenment where the responsible official decides
t hey | ogically bel ong.

(2)(a) For purposes of this section, a planned action neans one or
nore types of project action that:

(i) Are designated planned actions by an ordi nance or resolution
adopted by a county, city, or town planni ng under RCW 36. 70A. 040;

(i1) Have had the significant inpacts adequately addressed in an
environmental inpact statenent prepared in conjunction with (A a
conpr ehensi ve plan or subarea plan adopted under chapter 36. 70A RCW or
(B) a fully contained community, a master planned resort, a master
pl anned devel opnent, or a phased project;

(iii1) Are subsequent or inplenmenting projects for the proposals
listed in (a)(ii) of this subsection;
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(iv) Are located within an urban growth area, as defined in RCW
36. 70A. 030;

(v) Are not essential public facilities, as defined in RCW
36. 70A. 200; and

(vi) Are consistent with a conprehensive plan adopt ed under chapter
36. 70A RCW

(b) A county, city, or town shall |limt planned actions to certain
types of devel opnent or to specific geographical areas that are |ess
extensive than the jurisdictional boundaries of the county, city, or
town and may |limt a planned action to atine period identified in the
environnmental inpact statenment or the ordinance or resolution adopted
under this subsection

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.21C RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) When an agency initiates a proposal, that agency is the |ead
agency for that proposal for purposes of conpliance wth the
environnental reviewrequirenents of RCW43.21C. 030 and 43.21C. 031. |If
two or nore agencies share in the inplenentation of a proposal, the
agenci es shall by agreenent determ ne which agency wll be the |ead
agency. For the purposes of this section, a proposal by an agency does
not include proposals to |license private activity.

(2) \Whenever possible, the agency staff carrying out the
environnmental review procedures of RCW43.21C 030 and 43. 21C. 031 nust
be different fromthe agency staff devel opi ng the proposal.

~-- END ---
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