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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3024

State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session

By House Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Representatives
Conway, Morrell, Van De Wage, WIllians, Sullivan, Seaquist, G een,
Campbel |, Si npson, Wod, and Nel son)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 09/ 10.

AN ACT Rel ating to neal and rest breaks for enpl oyees of hospitals;
and addi ng a new section to chapter 49.12 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 49.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) An enpl oyer shall provide enpl oyees uninterrupted thirty-mnute
meal breaks and rest breaks of at least ten mnutes or as otherw se
agreed to be provided by the enployer, whichever is |onger, unless
there is:

(a) An unforeseeable energent circunstance as defined in RCW
49. 28. 130; or

(b) Aclinical circunstance that may |lead to patient harm w thout
the specific skill or expertise of the enpl oyee on break.

(2) Rest breaks may be taken at any point during each four-hour
wor k period during which the enployee is required to receive the rest
br eak.

(3) As an exception to the rest break requirenment of subsection (1)
of this section, an enployee may tenporarily choose to take shorter
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rest breaks equivalent to at |east ten mnutes during each four-hour
wor k peri od.

(4) Reporting a mssed break is not grounds for discrimnation
di sm ssal, discharge, or any other penalty, threat of reports for
di sci pline, or enploynent decision adverse to the enpl oyee.

(5) For purposes of this section, "enployee" neans a person who is
involved in direct patient care activities or clinical services,
recei ves an hourly wage, and is a:

(a) Licensed practical nurse or a registered nurse |icensed under
chapter 18.79 RCW

(b) Surgical technol ogi st regi stered under chapter 18.215 RCW

(c) Radiol ogic technol ogist certified under chapter 18. 84 RCW

(d) Respiratory care practitioner |icensed under chapter 18.89 RCW

(e) Cardiovascul ar technol ogi st or technician who conducts tests on
pul monary or cardiovascular systens of patients for diagnostic
pur poses; or

(f) D agnostic nedical sonographer who produces ultrasonic
recordi ngs of internal organs.

(6) For purposes of this section, "enployer" nmneans hospitals
i censed under chapter 70.41 RCW state hospitals as defined in RCW
72.23.010; state veterans' hones as defined in RCW 72.36.035;
residential habilitation centers listed in RCW 71A. 20. 020, 71A. 20. 030,
and 71A. 20.040; facilities owed and operated by the departnent of
corrections, or by a governing unit as defined in RCW70.48.020, in a
correctional institution as defined in RCW9.94.049 that provide health
care services to inmates as defined in RCW72.09.015; and facilities in
an institution as defined in RCW 13.40.020 or a detention facility as
defined in RCW13. 40. 020 that provide health care services to juveniles
committed to the custody of the departnent of social and health
servi ces under RCW13.40.185 or confined in a detention facility.

~-- END ---
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