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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2752

State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session

By House Early Learning & Children's Services (originally sponsored
by Representatives Dickerson, Owall, Wl sh, Goodman, Kagi, Roberts,
Pedersen, Green, Santos, and Nel son)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 10.

AN ACT Relating to the safety of runaway youth; anmending RCW
13. 32A. 082; and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that youth services
provide safety to youth on the streets and are a critical pathway to
ensuring the youth's return hone. Runaway youth are w thout
protection, live under the threat of violence, and fall victim to
predators who exploit their vulnerability. The policy of this state is
to provide assistance to youth in crisis and to protect and preserve
famlies. In order to effectively serve youth on the streets and
pronote their safe return home, shelters nust have the tinme to
establish and nmintain an environnment t hat facilitates open
communi cation and trust.

The |l egislature also finds that parents of runaway youth have an
interest in knowing their sons and daughters are safe in a shelter,
rat her than on the streets without protection. The |egislature further
finds that | aw enforcenent and the departnent can notify a parent that
the youth is safe, wthout disclosing the youth's |[|ocation or
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conprom sing the ability of youth services providers to effectively
assist youth in crisis.

Sec. 2. RCW13.32A.082 and 2000 ¢ 123 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, any person
who, w thout |egal authorization, provides shelter to a m nor and who
knows at the tine of providing the shelter that the mnor is away from
the parent's home wthout the permssion of the parent, or other
lawfully prescribed residence, shall pronptly report the location of
the child to the parent, the | aw enforcenent agency of the jurisdiction
in which the person lives, or the departnent. ((Fhe—+report))

(b) If alicensed overnight youth shelter, or an organi zation whose
stated mssion is to provide services to honeless or runaway youth and
their famlies, provides shelter to a mnor and knows at the tinme of
providing the shelter that the mnor is away froma lawfully prescribed
resi dence or hone without parental permission, it shall:

(i) Wthin eight hours, notify the departnent or the |aw
enf orcenent agency of the jurisdiction in_which the youth [ives.
Notice under this subsection (1)(b)(i) is for the limted purpose of
comuni cating that the youth currently is safe and is off the streets,
and shall not disclose the whereabouts of the youth, or the
circunmstances surrounding the youth's contact with the shelter or
organi zation unless shelter staff have already provided such
information to the youth's parent under (b)(ii) of this subsection; and

(ii) Wthin not nore than seventy-two hours, and preferably within
twenty-four hours, notify the parent of the youth. Notice under this
subsection (1)(b)(ii)_should include the whereabouts of the_youth, a
description of the youth's physical and enotional condition, and the
circunmstances surrounding the youth's contact with the shelter or
or gani zati on. If there are conpelling reasons not to notify the
parent, the shelter or organization_ shall instead provide the
information to the departnent.

(c) When a local lawenforcenent agency or the departnent receives
notice under (b)(i) of this subsection, the agency or the departnent
shall neke a good faith effort to notify the youth's parent that the
youth is currently safe and off the streets, but shall not disclose the
wher eabouts of the youth, if known to the agency or departnent.
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(d) Reports required under this section may be nmade by tel ephone or
any ot her reasonabl e neans.

(2) Unless the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions
in this subsection apply throughout this section.

(a) "Shelter" nmeans the person's honme or any structure over which
t he person has any control.

(b) "Pronptly report" nmeans to report within eight hours after the
person has know edge that the mnor is away froma lawfully prescribed
resi dence or home without parental perm ssion.

(c) "Conmpelling reasons" include, but are not |limted to,
circunstances that indicate that notifying the parent or | egal guardian
will subject the child to abuse or neglect as defined in chapter 26.44
RCW.

(3) When the departnent receives a report under subsection (1) of
this section, it shall make a good faith attenpt to notify the parent
that a report has been received and offer services designed to resolve
the conflict and acconplish a reunification of the famly.

(4) Nothing in this section prohibits any person fromimrediately
reporting the identity and location _of any mnor who is away from a
lawful |y prescribed residence or hone without parental perm ssion nore
pronptly than required under this section.

~-- END ---
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