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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1956

State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By House Local Governnment & Housing (originally sponsored by
Representatives WIllianms, Chase, Onsby, Darneille, Van De Wuqge,
Di ckerson, and Si npson)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 20/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to the housing of honeless persons on property
owned or controlled by a church; adding a new section to chapter 36.01
RCW adding a new section to chapter 35.21 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 35A. 21 RCW and creating new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there are many
honel ess persons in our state that are in need of shelter and other
services that are not being provided by the state and |ocal
gover nnent s. The legislature also finds that in many conmunities
churches play an inportant role in providing needed services to the
honel ess, including the provision of shelter upon church property. By
provi di ng such shelter, the religious institutions in our communities
performa val uable public service that, for many, offers a tenporary,
stop-gap solution to the | arger social problem of increasing nunbers of
honel ess persons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 36.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:
(1) A church may host tenporary encanpnents for the honel ess on
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property owned or controlled by the church whether w thin buildings
| ocated on the property or elsewhere on the property outside of
bui | di ngs.

(2) A county nmay not enact an ordi nance or regulation or take any
ot her action that:

(a) Unreasonably interferes with the decisions or actions of a
church regarding the location of housing or shelter for honeless
persons on property the church owns or controls;

(b) Unreasonably prohibits or attenpts to regulate the housing of
honmel ess persons on church property based upon the property's proximty
to a school or day care center; or

(c) Requires a church to obtain insurance pertaining to the
liability of a nunicipality with respect to honel ess persons housed on
church property or otherwise requires the church to indemify the
muni ci pal ity agai nst such liability.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "church" nmeans a buil ding or
bui | di ngs and adj acent real property that is used as a place of worship
by a religious denomnation and that is owned or controlled by the
denom nati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 35.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A church may host tenporary encanpnents for the honel ess on
property owned or controlled by the church whether w thin buildings
| ocated on the property or elsewhere on the property outside of
bui | di ngs.

(2) Acity or town may not enact an ordi nance or regul ation or take
any ot her action that:

(a) Unreasonably interferes with the decisions or actions of a
church regarding the location of housing or shelter for honeless
persons on property the church owns or controls;

(b) Unreasonably prohibits or attenpts to regulate the housing of
honel ess persons on church property based upon the property's proximty
to a school or day care center; or

(c) Requires a church to obtain insurance pertaining to the
l[iability of a nunicipality with respect to honel ess persons housed on
church property or otherwise requires the church to indemify the
muni ci pal ity agai nst such liability.
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(3) For the purposes of this section, "church" nmeans a buil ding or
bui | di ngs and adj acent real property that is used as a place of worship
by a religious denomnation and that is owned or controlled by the
denom nati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A newsection is added to chapter 35A. 21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A church may host tenporary encanpnents for the honel ess on
property owned or controlled by the church whether w thin buildings
| ocated on the property or elsewhere on the property outside of
bui | di ngs.

(2) A code city may not enact an ordi nance or regulation or take
any other action that:

(a) Unreasonably interferes with the decisions or actions of a
church regarding the location of housing or shelter for honeless
persons on property the church owns or controls;

(b) Unreasonably prohibits or attenpts to regulate the housing of
honel ess persons on church property based upon the property's proximty
to a school or day care center; or

(c) Requires a church to obtain insurance pertaining to the
liability of a nmunicipality with respect to honel ess persons housed on
church property or otherwise requires the church to indemify the
muni ci pal ity agai nst such liability.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "church" nmeans a buil ding or
bui | di ngs and adj acent real property that is used as a place of worship
by any religi ous group, congregation, or denom nation and that is owned
or controlled by such group, congregation, or denom nati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Nothing in this act is intended to change
applicable law or be interpreted to prohibit a county, city, town, or
code city fromapplying zoning and | and use regul ati ons al | owabl e under
established law to real property owned by a church, regardless of
whet her the property owned by the church is used to provide shelter or
housi ng to honel ess persons.

~-- END ---
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