
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5994

As Reported by Senate Committee On:
Government Operations & Elections, February 24, 2009

Title:  An act relating to eliminating boards and commissions on June 30, 2010.

Brief Description:  Eliminating boards and commissions on June 30, 2010.

Sponsors:  Senators Pridemore, Schoesler and Honeyford; by request of Governor Gregoire.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Government Operations & Elections:  2/23/09, 2/24/09 [DPS, w/

oRec].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS & ELECTIONS

Majority Report:  That Substitute Senate Bill No. 5994 be substituted therefor, and the 
substitute bill do pass.

Signed by Senators Fairley, Chair; Oemig, Vice Chair; McDermott, Pridemore and 
Swecker.

Minority Report:  That it be referred without recommendation.
Signed by Senator Roach, Ranking Minority Member.

Staff:  Aaron Gutierrez (786-7448)

Background:  Boards, commissions, councils, and advisory committees (boards) fill a 
variety of roles.  For example, some are responsible for licensing various activities, while 
others advise state agencies in matters ranging from procedure to technology.  Often boards 
are created as a requirement for a federal grant.  Some boards receive staff support from an 
agency.  Members of some boards receive travel compensation and reimbursement from an 
agency.

Boards can be created in four ways:
1.

2.
3.
4.

by general statute giving an agency authority to create a board for one or more 
purposes;
by specific statute naming the board as well as its purpose, powers, and duties;
by executive order of the Governor; or
by order of the Supreme Court.

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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On December 16, 2008, the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee (JLARC) 
released the revised version of a report entitled "Review of Boards and Commissions: Pre-
Audit."  The JLARC report identified 470 boards and commissions currently operating, or 
not known to have been disbanded.

By January 8 of every odd-numbered year, the Governor must submit to the Legislature a 
report recommending which boards and commissions should be terminated or consolidated.  
The report must include executive request legislation implementing the recommendations of 
the report.

Summary of Bill (Recommended Substitute):  The following boards and commissions are 
eliminated:
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Advisory Council on Adult Education;
Advisory Board of Plumbers;
Airport Impact Mitigation Advisory Board;
Athletic Training Advisory Committee;
Basic Health Advisory Committee;
Breast and Cervical Cancer Medical Advisory Committee;
Chemical Dependency Certification Advisory Committee;
Children's Services Advisory Committee;
Board of Law Enforcement Training Standards and Board on Correctional Training 
Standards;
Early Intervention for Children who are Deaf or have Hearing Loss Advisory 
Committee;
Eastern State Hospital Board and Western State Hospital Board;
Emergency Medical Services and Trauma Steering Committee;
Emergency Management Council;
Emergency Medical Services Licensing and Certification Advisory Committee;
Fairs Commission;
Family Practice Education Advisory Board;
Hazardous Substance Mixed Waste Advisory Board;
Health and Welfare Advisory Board and Property and Liability Advisory Board;
Health Information Infrastructure Advisory Board;
Higher Education Coordinating Board Advisory Council;
Industry Cluster Advisory Committee;
Integrated Justice Information Board;
Mental Health Counselors, Marriage and Family Therapists, and Social Workers 
Advisory Committee;
Livestock Identification Advisory Board;
McNeil Island Secure Community Transition Facility Operational Advisory Board;
Midwifery Advisory Committee;
Nonhighway and Off-Road Vehicle Activities Advisory Committee;
Olympic Natural Resources Center Policy Advisory Board;
On-Site Wastewater Treatment Systems Advisory Committee;
On-Site Sewage Disposal Systems Alternative Systems Technical Review 
Committee;
Orthotic and Prosthetics Advisory Committee;
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Oversight Committee on Character-Building Residential Services in Prisons;
Advisory Board on Missing and Exploited Children;
Public Records Exemptions Accountability Committee;
Puget Sound Partnership – Ecosystems Coordination Board;
Real Estate Appraiser Commission;
Regional Fisheries Enhancement Group Advisory Board;
Revenue - Simplified Sales and Use Tax Administration Advisory Group;
State Solid Waste Advisory Committee;
Unemployment Insurance State Advisory Council;
Water Supply Advisory Committee;
Well Drilling Technical Advisory Group; and 
Workforce Training Customer Advisory Committee.

The Committee on Agency Official's Salaries is eliminated, and the duties transferred to the 
Department of Personnel.

The advisory committee to address racial disproportionality and disparity in Washington's 
child welfare system expires June 30, 2010.

The Combined Fund Drive Committee is eliminated, and the duties transferred to the 
Department of Personnel.

The Customer Advisory Board of the Department of Information Services is eliminated, and 
rate plan review will be conducted by the Office of Financial Management.

The Fire Protection Policy Board is eliminated, and duties are transferred to the Director of 
Fire Protection and the Office of the State Fire Marshall.

The Home Inspector Advisory Licensing Board is eliminated, and the duties transferred to 
the Department of Licensing.

The K-20 Educational Network Board and the K-20 Network Technical Steering Committee 
are eliminated.  General operational and technical oversight of the K-20 Network is 
transferred to the Department of Information Services.  

The Organized Crime Advisory Board is eliminated, and the duties transferred to the Chief of 
the Washington State Patrol.

EFFECT OF CHANGES MADE BY GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS & ELECTIONS 
COMMITTEE (Recommended Substitute):  The following boards and commissions are 
no longer affected:
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Capitol Campus Design Advisory Committee;
Early Learning Advisory Council;
Economic Development Commission;
Migratory Waterfowl Art Committee;
Capital Projects Advisory Review Committee (CPARB) and the Project Review 
Committee;
Women's History Consortium;  
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Naturopathic Advisory Committee; and
Special License Plate Review Board.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect on June 30, 2010.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony on Original Bill:  PRO:  This bill is a part of the 
Governor's government reform approach.  There are multiple approaches moving forward 
during the session.  The discussion has proven valuable and we look forward to finding 
consensus.  

CON:  Literally thousands of workers are impacted by the decisions of the Emergency 
Medical Services steering committee.  The ambulance association understands the need to 
save money but we suggest you combine the steering committee with the licensing 
committee and then don't pay anyone for showing up.  Without this committee there will be 
no way of conducting an organized discussion.  The Children's Advisory Committee provides 
a degree of oversight to the Department of Social and Health Services and removing this 
group will take away a level of oversight.  There is no need to provide meals, and 
teleconferencing should save money and avoid travel.  The elimination of the CPARB is a 
bad idea.  CPARB works and avoids conflicts between various parties.  The PRC provides 
oversight.  This bill shifts the requirements of the agencies so there really is no savings.  If 
you move all functions to the executive branch, you lose all input from the legislative branch.  
Eliminating these boards will not save the state money.  The Migratory Waterfowl Art 
Committee has actually earned money for the state so it does not make sense to eliminate this 
committee.  If the object is to reduce spending, it would make sense to remove the waterfowl 
committee from the bill.  The Association of Alcoholism & Addictions Program is supported 
by fees and there is no general fund impact.  Eliminating this program will not save the state 
any money.  This committee of experts needs to continue to advise the Department of Health.  
The Real Estate Appraisers are fund neutral so we request we not be eliminated. 

OTHER:  We marked other because we are not against the entire bill, just the portion that 
impacts specific committees. 

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Robin Arnold Williams, Governor's Office. 

CON:  Heather Hansen, Washington State Fairs Association; Milton Vance, citizen; Larry 
Stevens, Mechanical Contractors Association; Darrell Wallace, American Society of Home 
Inspectors; Johnny Walker, Migratory Waterfowl Art Committee; Bruce MacKintosh, 
Washington State Home Inspectors Advisory License Board; Bob Berschauer, Washington 
Ambulance Association; Melissa Johnson, Association of Alcoholism & Addictions 
Program; Laurie Lippold, Children's Home Society; Van Collins, Associated General 
Contractors; Ginger Eagle, Washington Ports; Darrell Wallace, Back Country Horsemen of 
Washington; Larry Walker, Washington Road Riders Association; Charlie Brown, Athletic 
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Trainers Association / Puget Sound School Coalition; R.H. Woodworth, National 
Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors. 

OTHER:  Terry Teale, COP; Michael Scroggins, State Board of Community and Technical 
Colleges; Lisa Thatcher, Washington State Hospital Association.
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