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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Creating the uniform foreign-country money judgments recognition act.

Sponsors:  Senators Kline, Rockefeller and Shin; by request of Uniform Legislation
Commission.

Senate Committee on Judiciary
House Committee on Judiciary

Background: The Uniform Foreign-Country Money Judgments Recognition Act (Act) was
created in 1962. It provides for the enforcement of foreign country judgments in a state court
in the United States. It has been enacted in 32 states. It was created to simplify international
business by recognizing money judgments obtained in other nations for the purpose of
enforcement. Since 1962, international trade in the United States has increased and,
therefore, so has litigation in the interstate context. This has led to more judgments needing
enforcement from country to country. There is currently no uniformity between states with
respect to the law governing foreign-country money judgments.

Summary: A judgment entitled to full faith and credit under the U.S. Constitution is not
enforceable under this Act. The relationship between "Foreign-Country Money Judgments
Act" and the "Enforcement of Foreign Judgments Act" is clarified; recognition by a court is a
different procedure than enforcement of a sister state judgment from within the United States.

If the statutory standards are met and the appropriate action is filed in state court, the state
court will recognize a foreign country judgment. It must be shown that the judgment is
conclusive, final, and enforceable in the country of origin. Some money judgments are
excluded, such as judgments on taxes or fines. Foreign-country judgments will not be
recognized if they come from court systems that are not impartial, dishonor due process, or
there is no personal jurisdiction over the defendant or subject matter of the litigation. A final,
conclusive judgment enforceable in the country of origin, if not excluded, must be
recognized and enforced. A party seeking recognition of a foreign judgment has the burden
of proof that the judgment is subject to the Act. A party seeking a specific ground for non-
recognition has the burden of proof. If recognition is sought as an original matter, the party
seeking recognition must file an action in the court. If recognition is sought in a pending
action, it may be filed as a counter-claim, cross-claim, or affirmative defense in the pending
action. If a foreign-country judgment can no longer be enforced in the country of origin, it
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may not be enforced in a court of this state. If there is no limitation on enforcement in the
country of origin, the judgment becomes unenforceable 15 years after the time of judgment is
effective in the country of origin.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 45 0
House 94 2  (House amended)
Senate 44 0  (Senate concurred)

Effective: July 26, 2009
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