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Brief Description:  Concerning respite care.

Sponsors:  Representatives O'Brien, Bailey, Sells, Hinkle, Cody, Kessler, Hudgins, Ericks, 
Moeller, Morrell and Ormsby.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Allows respite services to a family member or other person if either is the primary 
care provider for in the home for a person with developmental disabilities.

Hearing Date:  2/2/09

Staff:  Linda Merelle (786-7092)

Background: 

The Individual Family Support Program, provided through the Division of Developmental 
Disabilities, supports families while caring for a family member with developmental disabilities 
in their home.  Families may receive the following services:

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

respite care;
therapies;
home and motor vehicle modifications;
specialized nutrition and clothing;
transportation;
training;
behavior management;
education; and
recreational opportunities.

Respite care is a service provided to parents who live with and take care of their children with 
developmental disabilities.  It allows these parents to have a "respite" from the demands of 
caring for their son or daughter 24 hours per day, 7 days per week or to allow time to run errands 
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and take care of other matters outside of the home.  A parent may hire an independent care 
provider who comes into the home or takes the son or daughter on an outing.  Under some 
circumstances, parents may take their child to a licensed facility for a period of hours.  The 
number of respite hours allotted may vary.  They may be taken pursuant to a set schedule, but 
more often, they are taken sporadically when the need arises.  Only care providers who are 
parents are allowed to receive respite services through the Division of Developmental 
Disabilities.

Summary of Bill: 

As parents grow older and less able to take care of their children with developmental disabilities,
other family members have taken over that responsibility.  Respite services would be provided 
for a sibling, grandparent, or other person if they, rather than the parent, are the primary care 
provider who provides personal care in the home of the adult person being cared for.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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