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5138-S2. E AVH WAYS H3101. 2

E2SSB 5138 - H COVM AND
By Commttee on Ways & Means

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature recognizes that climte
change poses a significant threat to WAshington's econony, the health
and wel fare of its population, and its natural resources. Wshington's
water supply and natural resources are particularly vulnerable to
tenperature changes and shifts in precipitation patterns and could
suffer devastating consequences if adaptive neasures are not taken
Even with effective mtigation of climte changing activities, the
region will experience inevitable inpacts fromclimte change.

(2) The science and information on the effects and inpacts of
climate change is continually inproving and this scientific informtion
provides the basis for planning and developing preparation and
adaptation actions for climate change to ensure the econom c, health,
safety, and environnental well-being of the state and its citizens. It
is in the public interest for the state, as well as |ocal governnent
agencies actively engaged with climte adaptation, to address the
effects of climte change and to be able to plan for future climate
change inpacts. These inpacts wll affect individuals, public and
private businesses, state and |ocal agencies, as well as natural
resources and the environnent.

(3) It is the purpose of this chapter to create an integrated
climate change response strategy with prioritized and coordinated
climate change preparati on and adaptation actions that state and | ocal
agenci es, public and private businesses, tribes, and individuals can
use to plan and prepare for the inpacts of clinmate change through a
col | aborative process of on-going research, analysis, collection, and
distribution of data and information. The devel opnent of the
integrated climte change response strategy nust conplenent existing
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adaptation initiatives being undertaken by |ocal governnent agencies
actively engaged with climate adaptati on.

(4) The legislature recognizes that the effort required to assess,
gather, and conpile information and data to devel op adaptation and
preparation activities for an integrated clinmate change response
strategy will take significant resources and tinme. The legislature
al so recognizes that the departnents of ecology, agriculture,
comunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent, fish and wildlife, natural
resources, and transportation are uniquely positioned to address many
of these issues given the mssion of their respective agencies.
Therefore, in an effort to reduce costs and streamine the process
whi |l e achieving the goals of this chapter, the |egislature designates
the departnents of ecol ogy, agriculture, community, trade, and econom c
devel opnent, fish and wldlife, natural resources, and transportation
as |leaders in assessing and gathering the necessary information and
data to develop, in collaboration with |ocal governnent agencies
actively engaged with climte adaptation, a conprehensive, integrated,
and coordi nated climte change adaptation strategy.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The governor shall designate a person as
the single point of accountability for all energy and climte change
initiatives within state agencies. This position nust be funded from
current full-tinme equivalent allocations wthout increasing budgets or
staffing levels. |If duties nust be shifted within an agency, they nust
be shifted among current full-tine equivalent allocations. Al
agencies, councils, or woirk groups with energy or climte change
initiatives shall coordinate with this designee.

(2) The departnents of ecol ogy, agriculture, conmmunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent, fish and wldlife, natural resources, and
transportation, in collaboration wth [|ocal governnent agencies
actively engaged with climte adaptation, shall devel op an integrated
climate change response strategy to better enable state and | ocal
agenci es, public and private businesses, nongovernnental organizations,
and individuals to prepare for, address, and adapt to the inpacts of
climat e change.

(3) The departnent of ecology shall serve as a centra
cl eari nghouse for relevant scientific and technical information about
the inpacts of climte change on Washi ngton state's ecol ogy, econony,
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and society, as well as serve as a central convener for the devel opnent
of vital prograns and necessary policies to help the state adapt to a
rapi dly changi ng climate.

(4) The departnment of ecology shall consult and coll aborate with
the departnents of fish and wildlife, agriculture, comunity, trade,
and econom c¢ devel opnent, natural resources, and transportation, in
col |l aboration with |ocal governnment agencies actively engaged wth
climate adaptation, in devel oping an integrated clinmate change response
strategy and plans of actions to prepare for and adapt to climate
change i npacts.

(5 The departnment of fish and wldlife shall focus on issues
relating to biodiversity, resiliency, and vulnerability of the natural
envi ronment, and other areas as requested by the departnent of ecol ogy.

(6) The departnment of natural resources shall focus on the
vul nerability and resiliency of forests, forest fires, and forest
heal t h.

(7) The departnent of transportation shall focus on gathering and
assessi ng i nformation relating to infrastructure proj ects,
vul nerability of the built environnment, and other concerns, as
request ed by the departnment of ecol ogy.

(8) The departnment of agriculture shall focus on the inpacts of new
regul ations on agricul tural | ands, crops, pot enti al of f set
opportunities, and the econom cs of farmproduction.

(9) The departnment of comrunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent
shall focus on issues relating to business activities, energy
resources, trade and tourism affordable housing, community facilities
and public infrastructure, and support services for vulnerable
popul ati ons.

However, the departnent of transportation's obligations under this
section are subject to availability of amounts appropriated for the
specific purpose identified in this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The departnents of ecol ogy, agriculture,
comunity, trade, and econonm c devel opnent, fish and wildlife, natural
resources, and transportation may seek assistance from a science
advi sory group.

(2) The departnents of ecol ogy, agriculture, conmmunity, trade, and
econom ¢ developnent, fish and wldlife, natural resources, and
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transportation may consult wth other state, federal, and |[ocal
agenci es that have expertise in matters relating to climte change, or
information and data regarding inpacts from climte change, as
necessary to devel op an integrated climte change response strategy.

(3) The departnents of ecol ogy, agriculture, conmmunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent, fish and wldlife, natural resources, and
transportation shall, to the extent possible, use teleconferencing for
nmeeti ngs and el ectroni c nessagi ng for gathering data and information to
reduce neeting and travel expenditures.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The integrated climte change response
strategy shall include recomendati ons conveyed and comruni cated so
t hat policymakers, public and private businesses, and individuals can
easily understand and recogni ze the inplications of the climte change
response strategy. The integrated climte change response strategy
shoul d address the inpact of and adaptation to climte change, as well
as the regional capacity to undertake actions, existing ecosystem and
resource managenent concerns, and health and economc risks. I n
addition, the departnents of ecology, agriculture, comunity, trade,
and econom c devel opnent, fish and wildlife, natural resources, and
transportation should include a range of scenarios for the purposes of
pl anning in order to assess project vulnerability and, to the extent
feasi bl e, reduce expected risks and increase resiliency to the inpacts
of climate change.

(2) The integrated climate change response strategy nust i nclude
climate change preparation and adaptation actions that ensure
col | aborative and cooperative activities.

(a) By Decenber 1, 2011, the departnent of ecol ogy shall conpile an
initial climte change response strategy, including information and
data fromthe departnents of fish and wildlife, agriculture, comunity,
trade, and econom c devel opnent, natural resources, and transportation,
as well as fromlocal governnent agencies actively engaged with climate
adaptation, that: Summarizes the best known science on climte change
inpacts to Washington; assesses Washington's vulnerability to the
identified climate change inpacts; prioritizes solutions that can be
inplenmented wthin and across state agencies; and identifies
recommended funding nechanisns and technical and other essential
resources for inplenenting solutions.
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(b) The initial strategy nust include:

(i) Efforts to identify priority planning areas for action, based
on vulnerability and risk assessnents;

(1i) Barriers challenging state and |ocal governnents to take
action, such as | aws, policies, regulations, rules, and procedures that
require revision to adequately address adaptation to cli mte change;

(ti1) Opportunities to integrate climte science and projected
i npacts into planning and deci si on maki ng; and

(iv) Methods to increase public awareness of climte change, its
projected inpacts on the community, and to build support for neani ngful
adapt ati on policies and strategies.

(c) The departnent of ecology shall, in collaboration with the
departnents of fish and wldlife, agriculture, comunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent, natural resources, and transportation, and in
col l aboration with local governnent agencies actively engaged wth
climate adaptation, conplete an initial climte inpacts assessnent
report that includes the status of the integrated climte change
response strategy and provide it to the appropriate commttees of the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2012.

(3) By Decenber 1, 2013, the departnent of ecol ogy, in
col l aboration with the departnments of fish and wildlife, agriculture,
comunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent, natural resources, and
transportation, and in collaboration wth |ocal governnent agencies
actively engaged with clinmte adaptation, nust conplete an integrated
climate change response strategy, which nmust include:

(a) Adaptation plans of action to address:

(1) Water resources;

(11) Ccean and coastal resources;

(ti1) Infrastructure requirenents;

(1v) Biodiversity;

(v) Public health risks and consequences; and

(vi) Wbrking | andscapes, such as forest and agricultural |ands.

(b) I'nformation about the | atest research and projects, such as:

(1) Risk assessnment nodels and data, including evaluations of the
consequences, nmagnitude, and probability of clinmate change inpacts;

(11) Conprehensive inpact assessnents that examne how clinmte
change is |likely to affect the natural environnment and physical
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infrastructure, as well as the econom c inpacts on nunicipal and rural
oper ations; and

(ti1) Methods to strengthen comunity partnerships that reduce
vul nerabilities and risks to climate change.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The science advisory group shall provide
i ndependent, nonrepresentational scientific advice to the departnent of
ecol ogy. The science advisory group nenbers shall assist the
departnment of ecology in: (a) ldentifying the timng and extent of
inpacts from climate change; (b) assessing the effects of climte
variability and change in the context of nultiple interacting stressors
or inpacts; (c) developing forecasting nodels; (d) determning the
resilience of the environnent, natural systens, communities, and
organi zations to deal with potential or actual inpacts of climte
change and the vulnerability to which a natural or social systemis
suscepti ble to sustaining damage from clinmate change inpacts; and (e)
identifying other issues, as determ ned by the departnent of ecol ogy,
necessary to develop policies and actions for the integrated climte
change response strategy.

(2) The chair of the science advisory group nust be a scientist
W th recogni zed expertise in afield or fields of science essential to
preparing for and adapting to climate change. The chair serves for a
term of three years. The chair shall: (a) Select experts from
scientific disciplines as needed to assist the departnent of ecology
wi th devel opi ng an i ntegrated climte change response strategy; and (b)
coordinate the science advisory group activities to ensure the
priorities and goals of the departnent of ecol ogy are net.

(3) The governor or the governor's designee shall appoint the chair
of the science advisory group or appoint a successor to assunme the
duties of the chair after the initial term

(4) I'n establishing the science advisory group, the departnent of
ecol ogy shall request that the Washi ngton acadeny of sciences provide
a list of candidates to the chair of the science advisory group. The
list of candidates should reflect the full range of scientific
di sciplines involved in climte change, including scientists associ ated
with federal, state, and | ocal agencies, tribes, business, agriculture,
forestry, flood control, and environmental communities, colleges, and
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university communities. The chair of the science advisory group may
al so seek advice fromthe scientific comunity to devel op nenbership
for the science advisory group.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. State agencies shall strive to incorporate
adaptation plans of action as priority activities when planning or
desi gni ng agency policies and prograns. Agencies shall consider: The
integrated climate change response strategy when designing, planning,
and funding infrastructure projects; and incorporating natural resource
adaptation actions and alternative energy sources when designing and
pl anni ng i nfrastructure projects.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 1 through 6 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2009, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
void."

Correct the title.
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