SB 6743-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Requires the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, in collaboration with the departnment of health,
the departnent of social and health services, educational
service districts, local school districts, the autism center
at the University of Wshington, and the autism society of
Washi ngt on, to distribute information on child find
responsibilities under Part B and Part C of the federal
individuals with disabilities education act, as anended, to
agencies, districts, and schools that participate in the
| ocation, evaluation, and identification of children who may
be eligible for wearly intervention services or special
educati on services.

Requires the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, in collaboration with the departnent of health
and the departnment of social and health services, to devel op
posters to be distributed to nedical offices and clinics,
grocery stores, and other public places with information on
auti sm and how parents can gain access to the diagnosis and
identification of autismand contact information for services
and support.

VETO MESSAGE ON SSB 6743
March 28, 2008

To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washington

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning, wthout ny approval as to Section 1,
Substitute Senate Bill 6743 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to autism awareness instruction for
teachers of students with autism"”

This bill provides for training and guidelines for teachers of
students with autism

Section 1 includes an extensive listing of itens for an autism
gui debook that is being devel oped by the Caring for Washi ngton
I ndi vidual s with Autism Task Force with staff support fromthe
Departnment of Health. These itens are very specific regarding
possi bl e strategies and activities that could be included to
support children with autismin our public schools.

The OSPI already has a gui de devel oped as a resource for both
educators and parents, produced by the Autism Qutreach
Project, which maintains an informational web site as well as



an e-mail address for comunication with individuals wth
specific questions and concerns. | believe that this guide is
the nost appropriate docunent to address the many issues
raised in Section 1.

Therefore, | have asked the OSPI to update its guide and to
enphasi ze tools for parents to use. | have also asked that
this updated guide be distributed to educational service
districts, school districts, appropriate school enployees and
parent advocacy groups.

Additionally, | have asked the Professional Educator Standards
Board and the OSPI to develop recommendations for autism
awar eness instruction and nethods of teaching students wth
autism that wll strengthen |learning for students. The
recommendations w |l address appropriate content in teacher
preparation and professional devel opnent. These reports wll
be conpl eted by Decenber 1, 2008.

For these reasons, | amvetoing Section 1 of Substitute Senate
Bill 6743.

Wth the exception of Section 1, Substitute Senate Bill 6743
i's approved.

Respectfully subm tted,
Christine Gegoire
Gover nor



