SB 6053 - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Finds that the state's food fish and shellfish resources
are of great cultural and economc value to the state,
providing benefits to commercial and recreational fishers,
resour ce- based communities, the tourismindustry, and all the
citizens of Washi ngton.

Finds that nmanagenent of this precious resource is a
chal l enging task that requires constant attention to issues
including habitat, biology, harvest, water quality and
gquantity, and nonitoring. Food fish and shellfish nmanagenent
al so requires regul ar discussions and negotiations with |ocal,
regional, national, international, and tribal entities.

Declares that, in order to achieve the |long-term
sustainability of Washington's food fish and shellfish
resource, the state nust have a nmechanismto eval uate and hold
t he manager of this resource accountable for those rules and
pol i ci es adopted or foregone. The legislature finds that it is
in the best interest of both Washington and the resource to
provi de managenent authority over food fish and shellfish to
an individual who has expertise in fisheries issues, who is
available full time to respond to matters involving the
resource, and who may readily be held accountable to the
people of the state, to the legislature, and to the governor.

Declares an intent for the director of fish and wildlife
to manage the state's food fish and shellfish resources.
Further, the legislature intends for the director to exercise

all authorities and rule-making power provided to the
departnent regardi ng: Managenent and harvest of food fish and
shel [ fish; licensing and managenent of the state's commercia

fisheries; aquatic animl species infestations; hydraulic
project approvals and fishways; salnon enhancenent and
recovery activities; aquaculture disease control; ballast
wat er managenent; and marine fin fish aquacul ture prograns.

Decl ares that this act transfers managenent authority and
rul e-making power over food fish, shellfish, and other
specified matters fromthe fish and wildlife comm ssion to the
director of the departnent of fish and wldlife. No
substantive fish and wildlife policy changes are intended.

Declares that the transfer of managenent authority and
rul e- maki ng power fromthe fish and wildlife commssion to the
director of the departnment of fish and wildlife provided for
in this act does not invalidate policies or rules adopted
under the authority of the fish and wldlife conm ssion prior
to the effective date of this act.



