SB 5837-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTI TUTE)

Finds that Washington state and the nation benefit from
equal educational opportunities for all students and enpl oyees
of the public schools.

Finds that in recognition of this benefit, nunerous
existing state and federal constitutional provisions, |aws,
rul es, and regul ati ons prohibit, and provide redress agai nst,
harassnment and discrimnation. In doing so, these |aws and
regul ati ons pronote the protection and well-being of students
and staff.

Finds that |ack of nonitoring conpliance with these | aws
and regulations significantly weakens these protections and
that the state has a responsibility to identify nonconpliance,
coordinate resources, and provide a greater presence by
nmoni toring conpliance nore frequently than is currently done.

Recogni zes that regular and increased nonitoring can play
an inportant role in preventing problenms from arising by
ensuring the school district's understanding of its
responsibilities under state and federal |aw, can benefit the
state by reducing the costs associated with conplaints and
| awsuits due to nonconpliance; and wll further protect
Washi ngton's students from suffering the harnful effects of
di scri m nation, harassnent, and sexual m sconduct.



