SB 5659-S2. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Finds that, although famly and nedical |eave |aws have
assisted individuals to balance the demands of the workpl ace
with their famly responsibilities, nore needs to be done to
achieve the goals of famly care, children and fam |y health,
wor kf orce stability, and econom c security.

Finds that many individuals do not have access to famly
| eave laws, and those who do may not be in a financial
position to take famly leave that is wunpaid, and that
enpl oyer-paid benefits neet only a relatively small part of
t hi s need.

Declares it to be in the public interest to establish a
program that: (1) Allows parents to bond with a newborn or
new y placed child;

(2) Provides |imted and additional income support for a
reasonable period while an individual is away from work on
famly | eave;

(3) Reduces the inpact on state incone support prograns
by increasing an individual's ability to provide caregiving
services for a child while maintaining an enploynent
rel ati onshi p; and

(4) Establishes a wage replacenment benefit to be
coordinated with current existing state and federal famly
| eave | aws.

Appropriates the sum of eighteen mllion dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, for the biennium endi ng June
30, 2009, from the famly |eave insurance account to the
depart nment of | abor and industries for the initial
adm nistration of the famly | eave insurance program

Provi des that, begi nning Septenber 1, 2010, t he
departnment shall report to the |egislature by Septenber 1st of
each year on projected and actual program participation,
prem um rates, fund bal ances, and outreach efforts.



