SB 5533 - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Finds that RCW 10.77.090 contains laws relating to three
di screte subjects. Therefore, one purpose of this act is to
reorgani ze sonme of those laws by creating new sections in the
Revi sed Code of Washington that clarify and identify these
di screte subjects.

Finds that there are disproportionate nunbers of

individuals with nental illness in jail. The needs of
individuals with nmental illness and the public safety needs of
society at large are better served when individuals wth
mental illness are provided an opportunity to obtain treatnent

and support.

Decl ares that if reasonabl e cause exists to believe that
an individual with a nental disorder has conmtted acts
constituting a nonfelony crinme that is not a serious offense
as identified in RCW 10.77.092, in lieu of charging the
prosecutor nmay refer the individual to a nental health
professional for evaluation for initial detention and
proceedi ng under chapter 71.05 RCWor voluntary participation
in outpatient treatnent.

Provi des that any jurisdiction that establishes a nental
health treatnment alternative pursuant to this act shal
establish mninum requirements for the participation of
individuals in the program The nental health treatnent
alternative my adopt Ilocal requirenents that are nore
stringent than the mininmum The m nimumrequirenents are: (1)
Psychiatric treatnment is clinically indicated by history or
upon consultation wth a nental health professional as defined
in RCW 71. 05. 020;

(2) The individual has not previously been convicted of a
serious violent offense or sex offense as defined in RCW
9. 94A. 030; and

(3) Wthout regard to whether proof of any of these
elenments is required to convict, the individual 1is not
currently charged with or convicted of an offense: (a) that is a
sex offense; (b) that is a serious violent offense; (c) during
whi ch the individual used a firearm or (d) during which the
i ndi vi dual caused substantial or great bodily harmor death to
anot her person.

Creates a joint task force on decreasing the nunber of
individuals with nental illness entering the crimnal justice
system

Requi res the task force to review and make
recommendations to the |egislature and the governor regarding
i ncreased access to nental health services for those wthin
the crimnal justice systemand strategies that will decrease



t he nunber of people with nental health illness entering and
reentering the crimnal justice system
Requires the task force to report its findings and
recomendations to the |egislature by Novenber 15, 2007.
Repeal s RCW 10. 77. 090.



