SB 5506 - DI GEST

Finds it is necessary to realign Wshington's child
wel fare systemover tinme. The |egislature finds that although
it is the stated mssion of the children's admnistration in
the departnent of social and health services to protect
children, help famlies care for and parent their children,
and find safe homes for <children, the mssion may be
conprom sed by the goals, objectives, size, and conplexity of
the | arger agency of which it is a part.

Decl ares an intent for there to be accountability for the
safety and protection of <children in the system The
| egislature believes that the children's admnistration is
unable to inplenent its own policies because it is distracted
fromits goals by its location in the departnment of social and
health services, a large unbrella agency. The |egislature
bel i eves that an independent agency will be nore efficient and
nore ef fective than under the current unbrell a agency and that a
smal | operational and adm nistrative structure wll inprove
enpl oyee noral e.



