SB 5497-S. E - DI GEST
(AS OF SENATE 2ND READI NG 3/1/2007)

Provides that, subject to the availability of funds
appropriated for this pur pose, the office of t he
superintendent of public instruction shall create a grant
program to |ocal partnerships of schools, famlies, and
communities to begin the phase in of a statew de conprehensive
dropout prevention, intervention, and retrieval system This
program shall be known as the building bridges program For
purposes of this act, a "building bridges progranf neans a
| ocal partnership of schools, famlies, and communities that
provides all of the followng prograns or activities: (1) A
systemthat identifies individual students at risk of dropping
out from m ddl e through high school based on | ocal predictive
data, including state assessnent data starting in the fourth
grade, and provides tinely interventions for such students and
for dropouts, including a plan for educational success as
al ready required by the student |earning plan as defined under
RCW 28A. 655. 061. Students identified shall include foster care
yout h and youth involved in the juvenile justice system

(2) Coaches or nmentors for students as necessary;

(3) Staff responsible for coordination of community
partners that provide a seanless continuum of academ c and
nonacadem ¢ support in schools and comunities;

(4) Retrieval or reentry activities; and

(5) Alternative educational programm ng, including, but
not limted to, career and technical education preparatory
prograns and online | earning opportunities.

Provides that, in awarding the grants under this act, the
office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
prioritize schools or districts with dropout rates and truancy
rates above the statew de average and shall attenpt to award
building bridges program grants to different geographic
regions of the state. Eligible recipients shall be one of the
followng entities acting as a l|lead agency for the | ocal
partnership: A school district, a tribal school, an area
wor kf orce  devel opnent counci |, an educati onal service
district, an accredited institution of higher education, a
vocational skills center, a federally recognized tribe, a
comunity organi zation, or a nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation.
If the recipient is not a school district, at |east one school
district nust be identified within the partnership.

Directs the office of the superintendent of public
instruction to establish a state-level work group that
i ncludes K-12 and state agencies that work with youth who have
dropped out or are at risk of dropping out of school.

Provides that, to assist and enhance the work of the
bui |l di ng bridges prograns established in this act, the state-



| evel work group shall: (1) Identify and make reconmmendati ons
to the legislature for the reduction of fiscal, legal, and
regul atory barriers that prevent coordination of program
resources across agencies at the state and | ocal |evel;

(2) Develop and track performance neasures and benchmar ks
for each partner agency or organi zation across the state; and

(3) ldentify research-based and energi ng best practices
regardi ng prevention, intervention, and retrieval prograns.

Requires the work group to report to the |egislature and
the governor on an annual basis beginning Decenber 1, 2007,
W th recommendations for inplenenting energing best practices,
needed additional resources, and elimnating barriers.



