
SB 5461-S - DIGEST
(DIGEST AS ENACTED)

Finds that chapter 218, Laws of 2004 authorized the
department of natural resources to utilize contract harvesting
for silvicultural treatments to improve forest health on state
trust lands, in accordance with RCW 76.06.140 and 79.15.540.

Finds that the use of contract harvesting for
silvicultural treatments has proven effective and that
continued utilization is important to improve and maintain
forest health.

Finds that it is necessary to remove the expiration date
for this authority, set for December 31, 2007, and to continue
the use of contract harvesting for silvicultural treatments to
improve forest health on state trust lands.

Provides that, in utilizing contract harvesting to
address forest health issues as outlined in this act, the
department shall give priority to silvicultural treatments
that assist the department in meeting forest health strategies
included in any management or landscape plans that exist for
state forests. If such plans are not in place, the department
shall prioritize silvicultural treatments for forest health
with higher priority given to the protection of public health
and safety, public resources as defined in RCW 76.09.020, and
the long-term asset value of the trust.

Repeals 2004 c 218 s 10 (uncodified).


