SB 5320-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provides that, in establishing an office of public
guar di anshi p, the legislature intends to pronpote the
avail ability of guardi anship services for individuals who need
them and for whom adequate services may otherw se be
unavai |l abl e.

Reaffirnms its commtnent to treat |iberty and autonony as
par anount values for all Washington residents and to authorize
public guardianship only to the m ninum extent necessary to
provi de for health or safety, or to manage financial affairs,
when the legal conditions for appointnment of a guardian are
met .

Does not intend to alter those legal conditions or to
expand judicial authority to determ ne that any individual is
i ncapaci t at ed.

VETO MESSAGE ON SSB 5320
May 8, 2007

To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Wshi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:
| am returning, wthout ny approval as to Section 5,
Substitute Senate Bill 5320 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to creating an office of public
guardi anship as an independent agency of the

judiciary."
I am a strong proponent of gover nnent managemnent
accountability and performance. To this extent, | believe we
must be judicious in the <creation of new boards and
comm ssions. This bill calls for the creation of a 17 nenber

advisory conmttee to the new Ofice of Public Guardi anship.

The creation of the Ofice of Public Guardi anship does not
necessitate creating a 17 nenber Advisory Commttee. The
Ofice is created within the Admnistrative Ofices of the
Courts and the director is selected by, and serves at the
pl easure of, the Suprene Court. These entities are capable of
provi di ng adequate oversight of the Ofice and perform ng the
duties outlined in the bill for the advisory conmttee.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Section 5 of Substitute
Senate Bill 5320.



Wth the exception of Section 5, Substitute Senate Bill 5320
i's approved.

Respectfully subm tted,
Christine O Gegoire
Gover nor



