SB 5297-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Declares an intent to support and advance the standards
established in the January 2005 guidelines for sexual health
i nformation and di sease preventi on devel oped by the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction and the departnent of
heal th. These guidelines are a fundanental tool to hel p school
districts, teachers, guest speakers, health and counseling
provi ders, comrunity groups, parents, and guardi ans choose,
devel op, and evaluate sexual health curricula to better neet
the health and safety needs of adol escents and young adults in
their communities.

Requires that, by Septenber 1, 2008, every school that
of fers sexual health education nust assure that sexual health
education is nedically and scientifically accurate, age-
appropriate, appropriate for students regardl ess of gender,
race, disability status, or sexual orientation, and includes
i nformati on about abstinence and ot her nethods of preventing
uni nt ended pregnancy and sexually transmtted diseases. Al
sexual health information, instruction, and materials nust be
medically and scientifically accurate. Abstinence may not be
taught to the exclusion of other materials and instruction on
contraceptives and di sease prevention. A school may choose to
use separate, outside speakers or prepared curriculumto teach
different content areas or units within the conprehensive
sexual health programas |long as all speakers, curriculum and
materials used are in conpliance with this section. Sexual
health education nust be consistent with the January 2005
guidelines for sexual health information and disease
prevention developed by the departnent of health and the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction.

Provides that the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall, through its Washi ngton state school health
profiles survey or other existing reporting nechanism ask
schools to identify any curricula used to provide sexual
heal t h education, and shall report the results of this inquiry
to the legislature on an annual basis, beginning with the
2008- 09 school year.



