HB 2477-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTI TUTE)

Requires the departnent to enhance the anbient
groundwater nonitoring and assessnment program in order to
accurately characterize long-term trends in the state's
groundwater levels and water quality. The program may be
inproved in phases and nust include: (1) Standardizing
nmet hods, quality assurance, and data managenent practices for
nmeasuring groundwater |evels and quality; and

(2) Creating a central database and mgrating existing
departnent of ecol ogy and water resource inventory areas data
to the central database by June 20009.

Provides, by June 30, 2011, the departnment of ecol ogy
shall conduct two voluntary pilot groundwater assessnents in
water resource inventory areas experiencing serious or
critical withdrawal s. One pil ot groundwater assessnent nust be
initiated in western Washington and one pilot groundwater
assessnent in eastern Washi ngton.

Provi des, by June 30, 2009, the departnent of ecol ogy
shall prepare a data gap analysis that evaluates existing
groundwater information on water levels and water quality
wi thin each water resource inventory area of the state.



