HB 2370 - DI GEST

Recogni zes that all disasters are |ocal disasters, and
intends to strengthen state and |ocal energency response,
mtigation, preparation, and coordination by establishing a
stabl e source of funding with the intent that Washington state
becone the nationally recognized |eader in emergency
managenent. The funding will be dedicated to the devel opnent
and coordination of state and |ocal government energency
managenent prograns by supporting joint training exercises,
citizen and industry coordination with energency nmanagenent
efforts, public education, and relationship building anong
| ocal and state energency managenent officials.

Requires that, beginning in January 2009 and biennially
t hereafter, the departnment shall conduct, in conjunction with
t he enmergency managenent council, a strategic assessnent of,
and issue a report on, the ability of state, local, and tri bal
ener gency nmanagenent organi zations to effectively provide for
al | phases of conprehensive energency nmanagenent. The
assessnment nust: (1) Evaluate state, local, and tribal
ener gency nmanagenent capabilities and needs;

(2) Evaluate the ability of state, local, and tribal
enmergency nmanagenent organizations to provide energency
managenent mtigation, preparedness, response, and recovery;,

(3) Evaluate the effectiveness of the enmergency
managenent structure at the state, local, and tribal |evels;

(4) Provide findings and nake recomendations that
increase the ability of state, local, and tribal energency
managenent organi zations to nmeet current and future risks; and

(5) Detail where and for what purpose funds under this
act have been distributed.

Requires the joint legislative audit and review committee
to study and review the performance of prograns inplenented
under this act.



