HB 2199 - DI GEST

Directs the authority to i ssue a request for proposal for a
Washi ngt on heal th i nsurance exchange by Septenber 1, 2007. The
exchange shall be designed to serve as a statew de, public-
private partnership, offering maxi num value for WAshington
state residents, through which nonlarge group health insurance
may be bought and sold. Private entities may respond to the
request for proposal. It is the goal of the exchange to: (1)
Ensure that enployees of small busi nesses and ot her
i ndi vidual s can find affordable health insurance;

(2) Provide a nmechanism for small businesses to
contribute to their enpl oyees' coverage w thout t he
adm ni strative burden of directly shopping or contracting for
i nsur ance;

(3) Ensure that individuals can access coverage as they
change and/or work in multiple jobs; and

(4) Coordinate wth other state health insurance
assi stance prograns, including the departnment of social and
health services nedical assistance prograns and the
authority's basic health program

Requires that, no later than two years after the exchange
established under this act begins operation and every year
t hereafter, the exchange shall conduct a study of the exchange
and the persons enrolled in the exchange and shall submt a
witten report to the governor and the legislature on the
status and activities of the exchange based on data coll ected
in the study. The report shall also be available to the
general public.

Directs the office of the insurance conm ssioner to
contract for an independent study of specific health benefit
mandates, rating requirenents, and other statutes and rules,
as identified by in-state and out-of-state insurance carriers
as contributing nost to the cost of individual and small group
health insurance, to determne the inpact on premuns and
i ndividuals' health if those statutes or rules were anended or
repeal ed.

Requires the office of the insurance conm ssioner to
submit an interim report to the governor and appropriate
commttees of the |egislature by Decenber 1, 2007, and a final
report by Decenber 1, 2008.
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