HB 2176-S - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 2ND SUB)

Provi des that each trial court organi zed under Titles 2, 3
and 35 RCWnust develop a witten | anguage assi stance plan to
provide a framework for the provision of interpreter services
for non-English-speaki ng persons accessing the court systemin
both civil and crimnal |egal matters.

Provi des that each court, when developing its |anguage
assi st ance pl an, nmust consul t W th j udges, court
adm nistrators and court clerks, interpreters, and nenbers of
the conmmunity, such as donestic violence organizations, pro
bono prograns, courthouse facilitators, | egal services
prograns, and/or other community groups whose nenbers speak a
| anguage ot her than Engli sh.

Provi des that where a qualified interpreter is appointed
for a hearing inpaired person by a judicial officer in a
proceedi ng before a court under this act in conpliance with
the provisions of RCW 2.42.130 and 2.42.170, the state of
Washi ngton shall reinburse the appointing authority for one-
hal f of the paynment to the interpreter.

Provides that where an interpreter is appointed by a
judicial officer in a proceeding before a court at public
expense, the state of Washington shall reinburse the
appointing authority for one-half of the paynment to the
interpreter where: (1) The interpreter appointed is an
interpreter certified by the admnistrative office of the
courts or is a qualified interpreter registered by the
admnistrative office of the courts in a noncertified
| anguage, or where the necessary |anguage is not certified or
registered, the interpreter has been qualified by the judicial
of ficer pursuant to chapter 2.43 RCW

(2) The court conducting the |egal proceeding has an
approved | anguage assi stance plan that conplies with this act;
and

(3) The fee paid to the interpreter for services is in
accordance with standards established by the adm nistrative
office of the courts.



