HB 2072 - DI GEST

Decl ares that access to higher education is of paranount
inmportance to the citizens of the state of Washington.
However, the legislature further declares that the follow ng
three factors are creating barriers to access for students:
(1) Tuition increases have varied dramatically over the | ast
decade, making the cost of post secondary attendance
unpredi ctable for students and famlies;

(2) There are at least thirty separate state and federal
programs providing direct financial aid or tax benefits to
i ndi vi dual s seeki ng postsecondary education, in addition to
institutional aid, private schol arships, and other prograns.
The system is conplicated and difficult to understand, wth
the wunfortunate effect of discouraging sonme |owincone
students from even applying to college. Additionally, sone
students are not able to access enough financial assistance to
make postsecondary education affordable; and

(3) Students frequently nust repeat college-Ievel
coursework when transferring from one institution of higher
education to another.

Decl ares an I nt ent t hr ough i npl ementi ng of a
conpl enentary and coordi nated set of policies around tuition,
financial aid, and student transitions, to make access to
hi gher education a top priority.



