HB 1998-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTI TUTE)

Finds that the population in western Wshington is
growng and will continue to grow Mdels indicate that the
central Cascades region can expect a doubling of the
popul ation within the next one hundred years.

Recogni zes that the growth managenent act has used | arge
| ot zoning to discourage residential devel opnent of rural and
resource |ands. However, historical entitlenment of smaller
lots coupled with rapidly increasing real estate val ues have
led to wi despread devel opnent of nonurban |ots of a variety of
sizes, locations, and zoning categories. This problem is
exacerbated by recent trends in the tinber industry, resulting
in ownership changes, accelerated harvesting regines, and
likely conversion of many properties to residentia
devel opnent in the near term It is reasonable to assune that
under a one hundred-year tinmefrane all nonurban lots are
likely to be devel oped.

Finds that the increase in nonurban devel opnent has
di sproportionate undesirable inpacts to |andscape and
wat ershed integrity, envi ronnment al functi ons, econom ¢
viability of resource |ands, and public costs.

Decl ares that additional approaches to managing rural
growt h are needed. Success will likely not come froma single
strategy; rather, a nultifaceted approach is required.
| npl enentation of a region-wide or statewide transfer of
devel opment rights programcould play a major role in finding a
sol uti on.

Decl ares that the nost inportant conponent in building a
successful transfer of devel opnent rights programis creating
adequate receiving area capacity. Accomopdating dramatic
popul ation growth while neeting resource conservation goals
over the next one hundred years wll require greatly
i ncreasing receiving area capacity. It is a regional goal to
direct growth to urban areas, and therefore it is a priority
to develop this receiving capacity primarily in urban areas.
In addition, the potential for additional receiving areas in
appropriate nonurban areas is being explored concurrently.

Decl ares that a county pl anni ng under RCW 36. 70A. 040 may
designate no nore than one rural village in the rural area
outside of Iimted areas of nore intensive rural devel opnment
est abl i shed pursuant to RCW 36. 70A. 070(5) (d).



