HB 1979-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTI TUTE)

Declares that the legislature considers it to be a matter
of public safety for public schools and staff to have current
safe school plans and procedures in place, fully consistent
with federal law. The legislature further finds and intends,
by requiring safe school plans to be in place, that school
districts will becone eligible for federal assistance. The
| egislature further finds that schools are in a position to
serve the community in the event of an enmergency resulting
fromnatural disasters or man-nmade disasters.

Requires each school district to adopt, no later than
Septenber 1, 2008, and inplenent a safe school plan consistent
with the school mapping information system pursuant to RCW
36. 28A. 060.

Provides that educat i onal service districts are
encouraged to apply for federal enmergency response and crisis
managenent grants with the assistance of the superintendent of
public instruction and the Washington energency nmanagenent
division of the state mlitary departnment.

Creates a task force on gangs in schools to exam ne
current adult and youth gang activities that are affecting
school safety. The task force shall work under the guidance of
t he superintendent of public instruction school safety center
the school safety center advisory comittee, and the
Washi ngt on associ ation of sheriffs and police chiefs.

Declares that the task force shall be conprised of
representatives, selected by the superintendent of public
i nstruction, who possess expertise relevant to gang activity
in schools. The task force shall outline nethods for
preventing new gangs, elimnating existing gangs, gathering
intelligence, and sharing informati on about gang activities.

Provi des that, beginning Decenber 1, 2007, the task force
shal |l annually report its findings and recomendations to the
education commttees of the |egislature.



